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Open Session Board Meetings at 6 p.m.
Executive session will follow.
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Happy New Year and 
welcome to 2013!  As 
we move forward into 
the new year, we wanted 
to communicate some 
of the major goals and 
objectives we’ve set for 
2013.  The Desert Ridge 
Community Association 

Board will be concentrated on achieving six 
major goals:

Maintain budget and 
Fiscal Discipline
Over the past four years, we have focused on 
reducing costs and fi nding creative ways to 
live within our budget.  Those efforts have 
paid off with four straight years of balanced 
budgets, reserves that are funded above 100% 
and refunds to our membership exceeding 
$250,000 in the past two years.  We will 
continue to stay under budget and expand the 
services provided to our members.

Reduce Association Fees
With our reserves fully funded, our Board 
has elected to refund unspent funds back 
to our membership for two years in a row.  
Our continued efforts to reduce costs may 

create an opportunity to eliminate refunds 
and permanently reduce fees charged to our 
members near the end of 2013.  Note: we have 
not increased fees since they were set 18 years 
ago in 1994.

Increase community 
Safety and Awareness
We will introduce a new Community 
Awareness Committee (CAC) that focuses 
on fi ghting crime, reducing graffi ti and 
strengthening Block Watch neighborhoods 
within Desert Ridge.  Our Off-duty Offi cer 
Patrol Program alone reduced property crime 
over 30% last year.  You can read more about 
this important committee on page 15 of the 
magazine.

continue Reinvestment 
into our community
In 2012, we reinvested over $1.25 million 
of reserve funds into maintenance and 
enhancement projects within Desert Ridge.  
We will uphold the same high standards for 
maintenance and repairs throughout 2013.  Our 
new offi ce with additional meeting space will 
become an important asset for our community.

Develop and Implement 
Pet Waste Plan
We have received a number of complaints 
regarding pet waste in Desert Ridge.  A 
fi eld study has confi rmed an issue exists and 
indicates that a large-scale solution is needed.  
We will develop and implement a plan to 
dramatically reduce pet waste.

Expand 
www.desertridgelifestyles.com 
Website
The initial development of the www.
desertridgelifestyles.com website has 
created an excellent base for communicating 
information to our members.  We will continue 
to expand and develop this important tool.

We’re thankful for your support and look forward 
to accomplishing great things with you.

Best Wishes for a Prosperous 2013!

Doug Dickson
President
Desert Ridge Community Association 

Isn’t this our time of 
the year?  Beautiful 
sunny days and cool 
nights in the lovely 
neighborhoods of 
Desert Ridge.  In 
this issue, we are 
focusing on the 
“happenings” in 
and around our 
homes.  

We can’t let the holiday season pass 
without spending a few moments on 
the fabulous holiday lights that our 
neighbors displayed for us.  We are 
showing you the winners of our contest 
and telling you a bit about the judging.  
We are also mentioning some of the 
new stores we have in our area and 
letting you know about the move that 
our management company is making 
over to CityCenter of CityNorth.  

By the time you read this, we will have 
mailed out the ballots for the Cashman 
Park renovations.  Please do fi ll those 
out as your votes will determine the 
outcome of this project.  

And last but foremost; this issue is spot-
lighting upon our terrifi c neighbors, 
the JW Marriott Desert Ridge Resort 
& Spa.  We hope you enjoy learning a 
bit more about what the JW Marriott 
Desert Ridge Resort & Spa brings to us 
and the restaurant review will give you 
an idea of how well we can dine right 
here at our resort.  

As usual, we hope you enjoy this issue 
and please do let us know if there 
is anything you would like to see 
covered in future issue of Desert Ridge 
Lifestyles.  

Kathy Crawford
Communications Committee Chair
Desert Ridge Community Association

kathy crawford

Communications
Chair
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by Richard Romane
Director of Sales and Marketing
JW Marriott Desert Ridge Resort 
& Spa

JW Marriott Desert Ridge Resort 
& Spa commemorated its 10th 
anniversary this past fall and 
during the last decade earned 
multiple AAA Four-Diamond 
Awards, as well as top travel 
ratings from Condé Nast Traveler, 
Travel + Leisure, Meetings & 
Conventions, Zagat and more.

Along with being Arizona’s 
largest resort, the JW Marriott 
Desert Ridge Resort & Spa 
is also big on luxury. With 
950 guestrooms (including 81 
suites), it is set on 316 acres in 
the Sonoran desert and features 
sweeping views of the McDowell 
Mountains. Conveniently 
located in northeast Phoenix 
just 20 minutes north of Phoenix 
Sky Harbor International 
Airport with easy access to 
the Loop 101, the resort is the 
centerpiece of the Valley of the 
Sun’s northeastern corridor.

With 950 guest rooms and 
240,000 square feet of indoor 
and outdoor meeting space, the 
resort has been able to attract 
larger group business to Phoenix 
for their conventions that could 
never come before with the prior 
hotel landscape.

Inspired by the grandeur of the 
Grand Canyon, JW Marriott 

Desert Ridge Resort & Spa 
redefi nes the resort experience. 
The resort features 10 dining 
experiences, JW Marriott Desert 
Ridge Resort & Spa’s fi rst Revive 
Spa – a 28,000-square-foot 
facility – eight tennis courts 
and four acres of elaborately 
landscaped pools including the 
Lazy River with serpentine slide, 
two championship golf courses 
and the Wildfi re Golf Club. 
Panoramic views of crimson-
hued mountains, fi ery Arizona 
sunsets and the picturesque, 
cactus-studded Sonoran desert 
add to the resort’s serene setting.

The elements of nature -- fi re, 
water, earth and sky – have 
been woven into the resort’s 
architectural design to let every 
guest experience the pleasures of 
the distinctive surroundings. 

Upon arrival, guests are greeted 

by the sounds of splashing 
fountains under the sun-dappled 
porte-cochere. Stepping into 
the expansive tumbled marble 
lobby, guests are dazzled by the 
sight of stunning fl oor-to-ceiling 
windows opened wide, spilling 
out onto sparkling waterways 
and majestic palm-lined 
pathways.

The resort’s guest rooms feature 
oversized balconies overlooking 

wildfl ower gardens, swimming 
pools, lakes, waterways and 
golf course or mountain views. 
Included in the 950 rooms are 
four presidential suites, four 
hospitality suites, 35 luxury 
suites and 38 executive suites, 
offering a variety of options for 
groups large and small.

The rejuvenating elements 
of nature continue to play 
an important role in the 
architecture of the resort’s 
exquisite Revive Spa. This 
28,000-square-foot, two-level 
oasis features 41 elegantly 
appointed private treatment 
rooms. A diverse spa menu 
offers every massage imaginable, 
as well as facial and body 
treatments inspired by native 
desert plants. 

Private balconies are the 
perfect setting for rejuvenation, 
while relaxation rooms and a 

JW Marriott Desert Ridge Resort & Spa 
Celebrates a Decade in the Desert
The fi res are lit. The water is fl owing. The earth is fl owering. The sky is limitless. All of these elements 

have awakened the senses of visitors at JW Marriott Desert Ridge Resort & Spa since its opening 
in November 2002. Ten years and 10 million guests later, it has become one of the 

most highly-rated and awarded resorts in Arizona.
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Building a Better Community
by offi cer Tim Mitten
Community Action Offi cer
Black Mountain Precinct
Phoenix Police Department

Well another year has come and gone. 
2012 was memorable in many ways, both 
nationally and locally, some great things 
and some horrifi c things. The passage of 
time comes along so very quickly; it seems 
just yesterday we were basking in the 115 
degree heat of July, ok, maybe not basking 
but roasting for sure. A new year is upon 
us, new challenges, new dreams, and new 
commitments to improve and whether it 
is to get in shape, quit smoking, be more 
involved in your community, or whatever 
other personal and professional goals you 
have set for yourself, it is important to 
remember that change can only happen 
when you decide it will happen.
Your neighborhood and community is 
an important aspect of your life and your 
family. You choose a neighborhood based 
on many things; schools, proximity to 
work or activities, friends or family, the 
style of the home, sales price, and also 
fi gured somewhere in that equation, safety. 
The safety of neighborhoods and each 
and every individual in that community 
is our responsibility at the Phoenix Police 
Department. We take 
great pride in serving 
and protecting you and 
working to improve the 
quality of life in your 
neighborhood. Recently 
every City of Phoenix 
police offi cer from the 
Chief on down reaffi rmed 
their oath, to you, our 
citizens, as a reminder of 
this commitment to serve.
In building a better 
community and improving 
the quality of life, crime 
prevention plays an 

important role. I have written many articles 
on the various aspects of preventing crime, 
from burglary, auto theft, identity theft, 
drug prevention and so on, all in an attempt 
to help each and every one of you protect 
yourself and your family as much as possible. 
We as police offi cers are your partners 
in this endeavor, and will be there when 
you call and also when you don’t call, out 
patrolling the streets of your neighborhood 
as you sleep, work or enjoy time with your 
family. We do need your help and your 
commitment to improve your community 
because it is a partnership between the 
police and citizens; we have the same goal 
and we can achieve it by working together.
How can we do that is a question I get often. 
Many of you have started a Block Watch 
in your area, which is a very good way to 
learn and practice good crime prevention at 
your home and get to know your neighbors. 
Knowing your neighbors is at the top of 
the list when I teach Block Watch. I am 
not asking you to know every detail of your 
neighbors lives but knowing what I call your 
“primary” neighbors. These are the ones 
next to you and the three across the street 
from you and knowing just the minimum 
amount of information (at least their names 
and a good way to communicate with them, 

either phone numbers or email address) 
will go a long way in preventing some types 
of neighborhood crime. Knowing what is 
suspicious activity for your neighborhood. 
Knowing your children’s friends and their 
parents in the neighborhood also helps in 
building a better community, this was a 
staple of many neighborhoods in the past 
and it does exist today, but to a lesser degree. 
Having community events like street parties 
is a great way to improve the connectivity of 
neighborhoods. If you live on streets owned 
and maintained by the City of Phoenix, 
you can get permission from the Streets 
and Transportation Department to close 
them off for a short time for a neighborhood 
street party. If they are private streets, get 
with the HOA or Community Manager 
and fi nd out what the process is to having a 
neighborhood street party.
There is a common theme in most crime 
prevention and that is communication and 
awareness, communicate with your kids, 
your neighbors, your kids schools and your 
police department. If you see something 
suspicious in your neighborhood, call 
Crime Stop at 602-262-6151 or for crimes 
in progress, 911. I am contacted numerous 
times asking if I am aware of something 
going on in a neighborhood. With a city of 

1.6 million and an area of 
responsibility for me of 85 
square miles and 90,000 
people, it is sometimes 
diffi cult for me to hear of 
everything going on but I 
do keep in contact with all 
of the communities I serve 
as much as possible so that 
I may respond with the 
needed resources to address 
whatever issue comes up.  
I occasionally send out 
community safety emails 
if I have important public 

continued on page 21



5th Annual Holiday Lighting & Decorating Contest5th Annual Holiday Lighting & Decorating Contest5th Annual Holiday Lighting & Decorating Contest5th Annual Holiday Lighting & Decorating Contest5th Annual Holiday Lighting & Decorating Contest5th Annual Holiday Lighting & Decorating Contest5th Annual Holiday Lighting & Decorating Contest5th Annual Holiday Lighting & Decorating Contest5th Annual Holiday Lighting & Decorating Contest
by brad Slager
Communications Committee
Desert Ridge Community Association

“Amazing”........”WOW”........”Over-The-
Top”.........”Fantastic”  — All words that we 
heard throughout December from friends, 
neighbors and visitors to describe the festive 
Holiday Decorations in Desert Ridge. This 
year’s “Holiday Lighting & Decorating 
Contest” was a huge success and the biggest 
to date! Over 40 entries were judged and 
the top Five (5) were awarded various 
gifts, from generous supporters like; the JW 
Marriott Desert Ridge Resort & Spa, The 
MIM and the Desert Ridge Marketplace. 

 As we traveled the neighborhoods to view 
the homes of the families who entered 
the contest, we were amazed at how many 
families didn’t participate, but had beautiful 
decorations.  If you have any neighbors who 
share in your enthusiasm to decorate their 
home during the holidays, please encourage 

them to enter the contest later this year.

 Following the judging of the contestants, 
The Community Association sent out an 
email blast to Desert Ridge homeowners 
letting them know how to 
request a list, along with a 
map of the entries……The 
response was overwhelmingly 
positive!  The list and 
accompanying map made the 
journey through the winding 
neighborhoods of Desert Ridge 
much easier to view and the 
40 homes that were part of the 
contest could be visited and 
admired in under two hours! 

 Thank you again to all of this 
year’s participants. We look 
forward to seeing even more 
entries later this year, for our 6th 
Annual Event! Also, we encourage 
you to look for an exciting 

announcement in the Fall Edition of 
Desert Ridge Lifestyles Magazine……This 
announcement is sure to get the family 
feeling festive!
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association & community news

The Desert Ridge Community Association 
Nominating Committee is pleased to 
announce the 2013 election for four (4) 
open seats on the Board of Directors.  The 
election results will be announced during 
the Association’s Annual Membership 
Meeting and Election on Thursday, April 
18, 2013.  However, there are several steps 
and events that will take place between now 
and then.  Here are a few key dates in 2013, 
to keep in mind:

n FEBRUARY 14 – Board Candidate 
application forms due to the Association 
office on High Street.

n FEBRUARY 27 – DRCA Board of 
Directors meeting Board Candidates 
Meet and Greet/Q&A at 6 p.m. at the 
Association office on High Street.

n March 16 – DRCA Board of Directors 
meeting Board Candidates Meet and 
Greet/Q&A at the Cashman Park Spring 
Picnic from 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.

n April 11 – Mail-in ballots for election 
of Board of Directors due from all 
members to the Association office  
by 5 p.m.

n April 18 – 7:00 p.m., Annual Meeting 
and announcement of election results will 
be held at the JW Marriott Desert Ridge 
Resort & Spa.

BOARD CANDIDATE  
QUALIFICATIONS
The qualifications established by the 
Desert Ridge Community Association’s 
(“Association”) Declaration of Covenants, 
Conditions, Restrictions and Easements 

for Desert Ridge as recorded and amended 
(CC&R’s) and the Association’s 
Nominating Committee per Section 3.8 
of the Association’s Bylaws for being 
nominated to serve on the Board are listed 
below.  Please review each item closely 
before submitting your Candidate Form for 
consideration.

ALL CANDIDATES MUST BE: 
As required per the CC&R’s, all items 
must be complied with through the 
election at the Annual Meeting:

n An entity owner of record in the 
Association or a representative of an 
entity owner of record in the Association.  
If you are a representative of a confirmed 
entity owner of record you must provide 
a signed, notarized letter from the 
owner of record, appointing you as its’ 
representative.

n A member in good standing, with all 
assessments current (no more than 30 days 
delinquent) and no outstanding violation 
of the CC&R’s.

n Not have member rights suspended by the 
Board of Directors for any violations of 
the Association’s governing documents.

n Not be involved in current litigation 
regarding compliance or dispute with 
Association’s governing documents.

n Commit to attend regularly scheduled 
board meetings (at least once a month), 
as well as the additional time that may 
be required in order to participate at the 
committee level.

Additional Qualifications  
Established by the Association’s 
Nominating Committee:
n All candidates are required to attend 

one (1) “Meet the Candidate” event 
either the Board of Directors Meeting on 
Wednesday, February 27, at 6 p.m. or the 
Cashman Park Spring Picnic on March 16 
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

n Must attend the Annual Meeting – 7:00 
p.m., Thursday, April 18, 2013.

n Must attend the Organizational Meeting 
scheduled within 5 business days of the 
Annual Meeting.

n Must attend Board Member training, 
scheduled within 10 business days of the 
Annual Meeting.

Get Involved! Serve on the

Desert Ridge Community Association
Board of Directors

Please contact Terrance Smith, Community General Manager, at the Desert Ridge Community Association 
office at 480-551-4550 or by email to tsmith@rossmar.com for more information.  

Thank you for your valued interest and participation in our community!
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What does the Nominating  
Committee do?

The Nominating Committee’s primary 
function is to ensure that the community 
has well qualified candidates nominated 
from the Desert Ridge community to 
serve as Members of the Community 
Association Board of Directors.  

What does the Nominating Committee 
have planned for this year?

A Board candidate announcement was 
included in the Holiday 2012 issue of 
the DRL Magazine. This issue contains 
the board candidate qualifications and 
email address for the application forms.  
A “Meet the Candidate” event at the 
Cashman Park Spring Picnic is scheduled 
for Saturday, March 16, 11 a.m. - 3 p.m. so 
that members of the community can meet 
prospective Board Members.

How many positions are available this 
year and how long will my term be?

Out of the seven member seats on the 
Board of Directors, there are four seats  
on the Board of Directors that are 
available for election in 2013.  Directors 
are elected to serve two year terms. This 
year, one of the available seats is a result 
of a Director resignation in 2012; this 
position will be elected for a one year term 
to complete the original unexpired two 
year term.  The remaining three positions 
will serve two year terms. 

What is the process for running  
for a position on the Board?

Contact the Association office at:   
480-551-4550 or email to: desertridge@
rossmar.com or stop by the Association 
office (5415 E. High Street, Suite 
220, Phoenix 85054) to pick up the 
application.

Return all application forms to the  
Association office no later than  
5 p.m. on Friday, February 15.

In addition, candidates are strongly 
encouraged to attend one (1) “Meet 
the Candidate” event on Wednesday 
February 27, or on Saturday, March 
16. Candidates must attend the Desert 
Ridge Community Association Annual 
Membership Meeting and Election on 
Thursday, April 18.

What are the Directors’ responsibilities?
The Desert Ridge Community 
Association is an Arizona-chartered, 
nonprofit organization.  Directors are 
responsible for operating and maintaining 
the “common area” property of the 
community, reviewing and approving 
all site plans and improvements 
within the community, and providing 
coordination and oversight of the 
Subsidiary Associations. Luckily, we have 
a management company that handles  
most of the day-to-day operations.

What is the time commitment needed 
while serving on the Board?

The Board typically holds one Open 
Session and one Executive Session per 
month, which takes approximately 3 
hours, combined.  Sometimes there are 
ad-hoc meetings called, but that is more 
the exception than the rule.  Depending 
on which committee you would like 
to be involved with, an additional 
1-2 hours per week may be required.  
Typically, the time commitment 
averages about 8 hours a month.

When and where are the Board  
of Directors Meetings?

The meeting schedule is actually 
created by the Board of Directors.  Our 
current meeting schedule is the 4th 
Wednesday of each month at 6:00 p.m., 
at CityCenter of CityNorth, Desert 
Ridge Community Association Office 
Conference Room, 5415 E. High Street, 
Suite 220, Phoenix 85054.

Do you incur personal liability  
by serving on the Board?

Generally, as long as a Director acts in 
good faith with the best interests of the 
community first, doesn’t break any laws, or 
have any personal benefit, the Association 
indemnifies the Directors.  The 
Association’s Articles of Incorporation 
provide the most comprehensive 
explanation of liability.  Please read and 
understand them fully for yourself.  The 
Articles of Incorporation can be found 
on RossmarConnect, the community 
information website, or the CD.

How does the election actually work?
There is a one vote per lot for each 
available position on the board.  A 
qualified Owner will be able to cast one 
vote for up to 4 candidates.

Do developers and commercial  
entities get to vote?

Yes, qualified developers and commercial 
entities get to vote.  The Desert Ridge 
Board is not a Homeowners Association, 
it is a Community Association.  One of 
the great things about Desert Ridge is that 
it is still a relatively young development, 
and only about 35% of the total lots have 
homes built on them.  Since the voting is 
determined per lot, there is still significant 
involvement by private and commercial 
developers and the Master Developer.  
The Master Developer actually casts votes 
for all land held by the Arizona State 
Land Dept.

Tips for people who are running:
Get out there and talk to your neighbors 
- ask them what their concerns are for 
the community.  Let them know you’re 
running.  Candidates may speak with 
developers as well as the commercial 
interests.  And thank you for getting 
involved!

association & community news
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HALL OF FAME 
ExHibits
•	 John	Lennon
•	 Elvis	Presley®

•	 Taylor	Swift
•	 And	many	more!
See	their	instruments,	stage	wear,		
handwritten	lyrics,	concert	props,	and		
other	items	in	the	Artist	Gallery	at	MIM.

Ranked as one of five must-see 
Phoenix attractions by CNN.

MIM.org	 |	 480.478.6000	 |	 Open	Daily
(Corner of Tatum & Mayo Blvds., just south of Loop 101)

MUSICAL 	 INSTRUMENT 	MUSEUM	 	

SPrInG UPdate

oPeratIon
hoPe

by kathy crawford
Communications Chair
Desert Ridge Community Association

The War Against Drugs
Operation Hope continues to work toward 
educating the general public and parents  
with information and current news in the 
war against drugs.  In our last meeting, we 
were presented with the latest issues of what 
the new bath salts are made of and how 
quickly these drugs get “recompounded” 
so that they are not subject to the current 

laws.  What this means to us is that our 
police cannot arrest someone for using a 
drug that is not listed as against the law.  
In other words, our police department 
has been held hostage to some of the laws 
we have – not because of their intention 
but because of wording.  But now we are 
fortunate enough to have Representative 
Heather Carter to help.

Representative Heather Carter is serving 
in the Centennial Legislature as your 
representative from North Phoenix, Cave 

Creek, Carefree and Scottsdale. Currently, 
Representative Carter is the Vice-Chair 
of the Health and Human Services 
Committee, and a member of the Education 
and Environment Committees. She focuses 
on legislative issues related to economic 
recovery for Arizona, including taxpayer 
protection issues, health care concerns and 
educational reform.  She attended our last 
meeting and has volunteered to look into 
the potential of changing the wording on 
some of these laws to say “mimics the affect 
of” and not just leaving the wording to 
that single drug.  This would go a long way 
toward getting some of these drugs into the 
category of illegal and therefore into the 
hands of our police.  

We also were presented with the Anthem 
approach to handling some of the issues our 
parents face. We will moniter the Anthem 
approach and will provide updates in future 
issues or Board Meetings.  

Working Towards 
A bright Future 
In addition, the Deer Valley and Paradise 
Valley Unifi ed School districts are also 
on board with their support and concern.  
They recognize that getting the word to 
the parents of their students is the most 
important part of this project.  With 
parental recognition and backing, our 
students will be helped on all sides to 
have a bright future without drugs.

We want to again thank our police 
department for sponsoring this Operation 
and for walking through this problem 
with our community.  In particular, our 
thanks goes to Commander Klima, Lt. 
De Benedetto and Sgt. Jamie Rothchild for 
their time and care.  
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by brad Slager
Community Awareness Committee Chair
Desert Ridge Community Association

At the January 23rd, 2013 Monthly Desert 
Ridge Community Association Board of 
Director’s Meeting, the Board approved the 
creation of the, “Community Awareness 
Committee”. The Committee will be a 
standing committee and will act as a task 
force and advisory group to the Board 
of Directors to improve the community 
lifestyle and property values of the residential 
members of Desert Ridge, by developing and 
implementing procedures and activities in the 
Community that may help to increase and 
promote safety and overall awareness of crime 
prevention programs.

The mission of this Committee is to 
endeavor to keep the Desert Ridge 
community safe and free of crime, to build 
a stronger community, in conjunction with 
local law enforcement that makes Desert 
Ridge a friendlier, more caring place to 
live, and to promote active participation 
of all homeowners and residents. To focus 
the Committee’s efforts on overall safety 
awareness, while working toward building 
community cohesion and togetherness, and 
reducing or removing the opportunity for 
people to commit crime. This Committee 
may be expanded to include community 
Disaster Preparedness. The duties of the 
Community Awareness Committee shall 
include, but not be limited to the following:

COMMUNITY AWARENESS
COMMITTEE BuilDing community 

cohesion AnD togetherness

n  Promote and foster programs that 
encourage all residents to acquire 
continuing education in neighborhood 
security, CPR, fi rst-aid, emergency 
preparedness;

n  Improve and strengthen awareness of 
crime in the Desert Ridge Community 
through communication and education;

n  Develop a closer working relationship 
with the Phoenix Police Department 
through our Community Action Offi cer;

n  Encourage and recruit volunteers from 
within the community to form and serve 
on neighborhood block watch groups;

n  Obtain, coordinate installation and 
maintain “Neighborhood Block Watch” 
signs in the respective neighborhoods 
that have offi cially become a block watch 
neighborhood recognized by the Phoenix 
Police Department;

n  Develop crime prevention or awareness 
programs, seminars, training for the 
association such as Neighborhood Block 
Watch Programs;

n  Organize and promote yearly the 
“Getting Arizona Involved In 
Neighborhoods” (G.A.I.N) event;

n  Promote Social and Charitable Events, 
Fundraising, Block Parties, Clubs, etc. 
designed to encourage community 
involvement and awareness.

The Committee will consist of one 
Chairperson, a Vice Chairperson and 
the President of the Desert Ridge 
Community Association Board, who will 
act as the liaison between the committee 
and the Desert Ridge subassociations 
and subdivisions neighborhoods. The 
committee will also consist of one eligible 
“delegate representative” from each of 
the Desert Ridge subassociations and 
subdivisions neighborhoods.

Watch for www.DesertRidgelifestyles.com 
website, the Desert Ridge Lifestyles Magazine, 
or attend an upcoming monthly Desert Ridge 
Community Association Board of Director’s 
Meeting for further details!



vestarbranch.bgcs.org 480.585.0170

OPEN REGISTRATION BEGINS APRIL 8TH AT 7 AM

Contact us Today for More Info!

SUMMER CAMPSUMMER CAMP

7:00 am - 6:30 pm

May 28 - August 8

SUMMER CAMP INFO:

$110/week (Grades 1-6)

Includes one field trip
each week

Teen programming
also available

WANT TO 
HAVE A FUN 

SUMMER?

by Dr. Nolan E. cordon

The largest mammal, the Blue Whale, 
does not have teeth!  It consumes small 
fi sh by taking in large amounts of water 
and fi ltering out their food, only to be 
swallowed without chewing.  Humans, 
on the other hand, enjoy the benefi ts 
of eating with our teeth, adding a great 
deal of variety (and enjoyment) to our 
diet.  Through neglect, trauma, or other 
circumstances, we may lose some or 
all of our permanent teeth.  The result 
can lead to a decreased ability to eat 
and poor dental appearance.  It wasn’t 
too long ago that removable dentures 
were too common of a solution to 
missing teeth.  These types of dentures 

were often diffi cult to chew with, 
uncomfortable, and needed frequent 
replacement.  Better dental awareness, 

home care, and regular dental checkups 
have each decreased the loss of 
permanent teeth.  However, in the cases 
when teeth need to be replaced, modern 
dental advances have led to successful 
placement of fi xed bridges, implants, 
and implant supported dentures  that can 
better replicate the benefi ts of natural 
teeth.  If you are missing any permanent 
teeth (and don’t want to restrict your 
diet to that of the Blue Whale), talk 
with your dentist about treatment 
options to restore your ability to enjoy 
the benefi ts of your teeth.

Dr. Nolan E. Cordon is a specialist in 
Orthodontics for children, teens and adults and 
has been providing care for patients in the Desert 
Ridge area since 1999.

Don’t take Dental Tips from a Blue Whale

A track record of selling
h o m e s  i n  D e s e r t  r i D g e . . .

*based on 2012 MLS statistics for homes listed by Kevin Owens vs. homes 
listed by other agents in 85050. Owned and operated by NRT, LLC.

Your Desert Ridge Real Estate Specialist

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage

480.217.9184 
kevin@fi neAZliving.com
www.fi neAZliving.com

kEvIN’S lISTINgS IN DESERT RIDgE SEll
FoR 10% MoRE MoNEy IN 26 DAyS lESS 
ThAN hoMES lISTED by oThER AgENTS!
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By Doug Dickson
Communications Committee
Desert Ridge Community Association

It started early when Community Manager 
Ken Olson left for a new position at Rossmar 
& Graham.  Terrance Smith, our new 
Community Manager, was hired and the 
transition was completed without any issues.

We also saw a change in master developers, 
as Gray Development Group of Phoenix 
acquired control of the 140 acres of 
CityCenter of CityNorth from North Phoenix 
Partners (NPP) and with it, the rights of 
master developer. 

And speaking of CityCenter of CityNorth… 
a new lease, expanding the size of the 
Association’s office, was signed and 
preparations have been made for a February 
2013 move to CityCenter of CityNorth.

Other significant events  
from the past year include:
Finances
n For the fifth year in a row, we were under 

budget – saving an estimated $225,000
n Reserve fund investments generated a 

whopping 3.7% return on FDIC insured 
accounts

 2012

 A Year of Change and Growth
Looking back at 2012, it was a busy year with 
lots of change – and most of it for the better! 

n Members received another refund bringing 
the two-year total to more than $250,000 

n Association reserve funds remain funded 
significantly above 100%

n An updated reserve study with an on-site 
visit was completed

n Reinvested over $1.25 million in improve- 
ments and repairs throughout Desert Ridge 

Community Events
n Created a new Picnic in the Park event
n Created a new Movie in the Park event
n Introduced evening Coffee Club meetings
n Hosted a series of meetings for residents on 

the new Black Mountain Boulevard
n Finalized the design of Cashman Park and 

presented it to the membership
n Expanded the holiday lighting at Deer 

Valley Road and Tatum Boulevard
n Enlarged the Holiday Lighting Contest to 

40 homes and added “Ollie the Trolley”.
n Supported the Farmers Market, Aviano 

4th of July fireworks event
n Sponsored Boys & Girls Club Basketball 

League and Aviano Jingle Bells Festival

Safety
n Reduced crime by 30% with Off-Duty 

Officer Patrol program

n Expanded the Off-Duty Officer Patrol 
Program from 15 to 25 shifts

n Partnered with Explorer and neighbors to 
create new student pickup/dropoff plan

Communications
n Published four fantastic magazines, 

expanding the publication to 36 full color 
pages

n Met the requirements for quorum at every 
board meeting for the 5th year in a row

n Improved and expanded the community 
website and email communications to 
members

Reinvestment in Community
n Performed Common Area Decomposed 

Granite Replenishment Maintenance 
Project involving the placement of 8,160 
tons of decomposed granite at a total cost 
of $335,000

n Developed, adopted and approved new 
design guidelines/standards for replacing 
the vandalized Desert Ridge monument 
letters with a non-metallic product 
(plastic) that appears to be made of metal

n Enhancement of the Desert Ridge 
Monuments at Tatum & Deer Valley with 
new landscape plants, Saguaros, lighting 
and boulders at a total cost of $61,380.52

n Performed Coconino Wash Erosion 
Repairs at a total  cost of $5,517.31

n Replaced 275 common area valve box 
covers, including placement of filter 
fabric and pea gravel in each box at a 
total cost of $6,998.97

n Approved the installation of 27 walkway 
light bollards in the Glen Eagle and 
Maricopa Washes at a total cost of 
$165,316.89

n Approved the Maricopa Wash Erosion 
Repairs at a total cost of $105,362.28

n Replaced over 90 common area sidewalk 
hazards identified throughout the 
community at a total cost of $49,310.00

n Replaced common area tree damage walls 
abutting private residences at a cost of 
$5,013.80

n Replaced the uneven sidewalks identified 
along the five (5) bridges throughout 
Desert Ridge at a total cost of $15,327.74

continued on page 19
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by offi cer Tim Mitten
Community Action Offi cer
Black Mountain Precinct
Phoenix Police Department

I wanted to fi rst say a big “THANK YOU” 
to everyone who donated or helped with 
our toy drive for Phoenix Children’s 
Hospital.  It was a huge success as we were 
able to donate several hundred toys, games, 
stuffed animals, etc to the hospital which 
was used during Christmas and also will be 
throughout the year at PCH Toyland where 
all through the year, any child can get a toy.

I have attached some pictures of the toys 
being dropped off by the offi cers to the 
staff at PCH. After they were dropped off, 
myself and about 10 other offi cers went up 
to the 7th fl oor of PCH and went room to 
room, giving the toys to the kids on this 
fl oor, most who were battling very serous 
illnesses and would be in the hospital over 
the Christmas holiday. There were many 

smiles, some tears and alot of Thank you’s. 
We made sure the people knew it was their 
fellow citizens and families helping out 
these families during these hard times, as a 
majority of the toys were donated from the 
community.

This was an exceptional and unforgettable 
experience for everyone involved and I am 
humbled by the strength of these children 
as they fi ght these illnesses, inspired by the 
nurses, and staff who deliver exceptional, 
loving care to these children, it truly was a 
reminder of the Christmas season and what 
it stands for.

Thank you again to each and everyone 
of you for your continued support of the 
Phoenix Police Department as we continue 
to partner in making your community a 
better place to live.

Photos courtesy of offi cer Tim Mitten

Toy Drive a Huge Success
Photos courtesy of offi cer Tim Mitten



Cashman Park 
Spring Picnic

The Desert Ridge Community Association 
Board of Directors would like to invite you to join 

them for a picnic in the park and a Meet and Greet 
of new candidates for the Board of Directors.

Saturday n March 16, 2013 n 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Cashman Park

22222 N. 44th St., Phoenix, AZ 85050
(44th St. & Pathfi nder Dr.)

The Board is planning to provide food and refreshments, family 
entertainment, and information regarding the Cashman Park upgrade 

project. Please feel free to contact the Community Association 
offi ce at 480-551-4553, or at desertridge@rossmar.com
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CORDON
ORTHODONTICS.COM
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Creating Smiles Since 1996
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n Performed common area 
paint maintenance involving 
walls, fencing, bridge railings 
and tunnels and mailboxes at 
a total cost of $58,420.35

n Approved replacement of 
the 17 year-old Central 
Irrigation Controller System 
and related components that 
serves the entire community 
at a total cost of $226,586.72

n Approved Annual Tree 
Trimming and Tree 
Replacements to be 
performed at a cost of 
$78,434.61

n Negotiated with City of 
Phoenix an initial “no-cost” 
plan for paving and leveling 

the abutting pavement 
before and after the four (4) 
designated scored concrete 
intersections within Desert 
Ridge, scheduled to occur in 
the Spring of 2013

It takes a great deal of effort 
and coordination to achieve 
this growth.  I’d like to thank 
every member of our board 
for the countless hours they 
devote without compensation 
and for the members of 
our Association who have 
supported us.  Working with 
our management partners 
at Rossmar & Graham, we 
accomplished a great deal in 
2012 - but I’m convinced that 
the best still lies ahead.

2012-A YEAR OF CHANGE AND GROWTH
continued from page 17



Above is an aerial map of the Cashman park Revised Conceptual Design of the proposed park improvements 
under consideration pending the community vote to authorize the use of the Reserve Fund. 

Cashman Park Revised Conceptual Design

www.DesertRidgeBlog.com

www.BlogAviano.com

For ALL your real estate needs
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COFFEE CLUB DATES
Tuesdays at 9 a.m.

february 12 
april 9
5415 East High Street 
Suite 220, Bldg. A10
Phoenix, AZ 85054

Please look for your 
Coffee Club email reminder.
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WINTER LANDSCAPE Tips 
FOR SOUTHERN ARIZONA

The mild winter of Southern Arizona 
entices both locals and snowbirds to the 
outdoors where they revel in sunny cool 
days and ideal conditions for patio living. 
However, the sunny days and Sunday 
barbecues might fool some into believing 
that Southern Arizona is full of blooms and 
color in the winter. In fact, many of our 
landscape plants, especially native species, 
are dormant in winter.

However, there is no need to suffer a 
dull and boring winter landscape. With 
careful plan-ning and plant selection, you 
can create attractive combinations that 
glow in the lovely rich light of the cool 
season. Evergreen trees, dramatic accent 
plants, winter fl owering shrubs, and native 
wildfl owers are some of the living elements 
to consider. Vividly colored walls and 
other hardscape elements can serve as eye 
catching backdrops for sculptural plants like 
ocotillo or create “hot” combinations with 
contrasting fl owers.

Keep in mind that very cold winters can 
frost back even the toughest plants and 
that warm microclimates might be best for 
some species. Here are some additional tips 

to add color, texture, and interest to your 
winter landscape:

n If you have an existing landscape with 
plants that go dormant in winter, inter-
plant evergreen species to create interest 
and “cover” the bare ones. For example, 
the evergreen foliage of damianita can 
be used to hide the leafl ess stems of red 
bird-of-paradise in winter. Make sure to 
leave suffi cient room for the dormant plant 
to achieve its full size in summer.

n Plant evergreens of different colors and 
textures to create attractive combinations. 
Wooly Butterfl y Bush, with its gray, fuzzy 
foliage, looks good with the green, needle-
like foliage of Tur-pentine Bush. Gopher 
weed is a prostrate plant with pointed 
leaves that con-trasts nicely with its 
vertical, leafl ess relative, Candelilla.

n Combine “hot” colored fl owers together 
for great effect in the golden light of 
winter. For example, pansies, calendulas, 
and Iceland poppies in a pot create bright 
splashes that liven up a patio or entryway. 
Another benefi t of pansies and calendulas is 
that they are edible and add as much color 
to a salad as they do to the outdoors!

n Use other colorful edible plants like red 
leaf lettuces, gray-green Russian kale, and 
chard, which has stems that range from 
white to pink to orange and red.

n Plant container gardens. They are easy to 
care for, can be located in frost protected 
areas, and can be emptied for summer or 
moved out of the way. Attractive, colorful 
pots add to the effect.

Source: www.gardeninginsights.com

safety information that you need to be 
aware of.  I don’t report every crime that 
occurs in an area but if we have suspect 
or vehicle descriptions, or are noticing a 
wave of thefts or other criminal activity I 
will send something out so that you and 
your neighbors can watch out for your 
neighborhood and call us. If you would like 
to get these emails, please email me at the 
email address below with your community 

BUILDING A BETTER COMMUNITY
continued from page 9

name and email address. I do not share 
my distribution lists with anybody else, it 
is strictly for me to communicate crime 
prevention and public safety awareness 
information.
Let’s begin this New Year by challenging 
each other to communicate more effectively 
with the purpose of improving our 
community. Let’s try and see how we can 
learn more about the neighborhoods we 

live in by watching out for each other and 
by just looking around when we are out 
walking or even just driving to and from 
our homes. I am committed to helping each 
and every one of the neighborhoods I serve 
to improve their quality of life so if you 
have any questions or comments, I can be 
reached at 602-495-5238 or at tim.mitten@
phoenix.gov. Thanks again for being 
involved in your community and partnering 
with the Phoenix Police Department to 
help improve the quality of life and safety of 
your neighborhood.



by Juliana Manke

The Desert Ridge Parents’ 
Group just celebrated its 15th 
Anniversary in 2012! The not-
for-profi t Desert Ridge® Parents’ 
Group (DRPG) works to foster 
a sense of community, develop 
long-lasting relationships and 
create a support network among 
the families of Desert Ridge® 
and the surrounding areas. 

Fall Festival 
Twice a year our group, currently 
consisting of 90 families, gathers 
for a huge family event. At 
last fall’s tent-pole event we 
celebrated our 15th anniversary 
with over 190 members in 
attendance. The Fall Festival 
showcased bounce houses, crafts, 
food and friendship. We were 
thrilled to be joined by special 
guests including Stacy Rosenthal, 
the group’s founder, and former 
presidents. Stacy made remarks 
about how happy she was to 
see the group still fulfi lling its 

original function so many years 
later. It was interesting to hear 
about the small details that have 
changed and so many that are 
still the same! 

In addition to the bounce house 
fun, members were entertained 
with a game of “guess how many 
candy corn are in the jar”. It was 
humorous to hear the smallest 
members’ guesses. The kids also 
enjoyed a game of bingo and 
beanbag tossing.  They could 
sit at their leisure at the craft 
table and make holiday turkeys 
with apples and marshmallows. 
It’s no surprise that just as many 
marshmallows were consumed as 
were used in the craft. 

One of the day’s highlights 
was moving and grooving with 
Kidtastics.  The organization, 
which offers gymnastics, dance, 
music & movement and cheer 
classes throughout the Phoenix 

valley, volunteered their time 
to provide DRPG with a fun 
and safe children’s activity.  
Their programs are designed 
to help children improve their 
confi dence and self-esteem by 
trying things for the fi rst time 
and accomplishing new skills.  
For the Fall Festival they showed 
off their physical education 
obstacle courses and gymnastics 
classes.  Kidtastics’ caring staff 
believes in living a healthy 
lifestyle, proper nutrition and 
daily physical activity to boost 
the brain’s ability to learn. 

Last but not least, there was 
the delicious food provided by 
California Pizza Kitchen.  
They were so generous in serving 
the group a beautiful spread of 
salads, sandwiches and pizza.  
Their contributions topped off 
an already spectacular event.  

In addition to Kidtastics and 
California Pizza Kitchen, we have 
a host of other sponsors who 
made this great day possible.  We 
are thankful to have organizations 
such as these in the Desert Ridge 
community, supporting us.

Join now, in time to 
experience our big Spring 
Event or view our sponsors 
at www.DRpGonline.com.

other offerings 
Membership with the group also 
includes an on-line community 
with a forum, classifi eds and 
full calendar of events. For the 
parents we have Couple’s Night 
Out, Mom’s Night Out, Dad’s 
Night Out, Mom’s Craft Night, 
Bunco and a Book Club. For the 
kids there are playgroups, crafts, 
outings and so much more. 

*Special thank you to the Desert 
Ridge Community Association 
for their continued support*

Photos courtesy of Desert Ridge® Parents’ group

visit www.drPGonline.com to learn more, check out our events calendar and to become a member online.

visit www.drPGonline.com to learn more, check out our events calendar and to become a member online.

Desert Ridge® Parents’ Group (DRPG) 
15th Anniversary
The Desert Ridge® Parents’ Group (DRPG) is a fun-fi lled organization for parents and 
children in the North phoenix area. All families in the Desert Ridge® community 
are invited to check out our activities and events! Founded in 1997, the not-for-profi t 
Desert Ridge® Parents’ Group (DRPG) hosts weekly playgroups, monthly kids’ and 
family activities, seasonal events and parents-only nights for residents in desert Ridge 
and surrounding areas. Membership dues are only $30 per year. 
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Photo courtesy of citycenter of cityNorth

Desert riDge community AssociAtion 

secures a new office at citycenter of citynorth
by Terrance Smith
Community General Manager
Desert Ridge Community Association

The Desert Ridge Community Association 
is moving into CityCenter of CityNorth 
and will occupy nearly 2,600 square-feet 
on the second fl oor of the building located 
at 5415 East High Street. The newly built 
offi ce space along the prestigious “High 
Street” corridor includes a 1,000 square 
foot conference room that will host board 
meetings, sub-association meetings, lifestyle 
events and social gatherings for the Desert 
Ridge community. 

CityCenter of CityNorth is a sophisticated 
urban community within Desert Ridge 
renowned for its exquisite restaurants, 
entertainment venues, contemporary luxury 
apartment homes, Class A offi ce space and 
exhilarating events. 

“We’re excited about the opening of a new 
Desert Ridge Community Association 
offi ce in CityCenter of CityNorth,” said 
Doug Dickson, President of the Desert 
Ridge Community Association. “This 

larger facility recognizes the continued 
growth of Desert Ridge and provides our 
management team at Rossmar & Graham 
the space needed to maximize productivity. 
The additional meeting room will be a 
great community asset to support the 
eleven homeowner associations in our 
community.” 

The Desert Ridge Community Association 
is proud of our recent successes with 
family-friendly events such as the Movie 
In the Park and Cashman Park Picnic. 
“The opening of the new Desert Ridge 
Community Association offi ce will 

enable us to advance our ongoing efforts 
to promote, integrate, and provide 
enhanced community lifestyle services to 
all our residents,” said Terrance Smith, 
Community General Manager.

Similarly, CityCenter of CityNorth’s High 
Street has become a gathering place for 
families and friends both in the Desert 
Ridge neighborhood and around the Valley. 
Exhilarating concert series, bustling farmers 
markets and engaging events help bring the 
Desert Ridge community together time and 
time again.

Plans are underway for the Desert Ridge 
Community Association offi ce “Grand 
Opening” in late February, following our 
February 1, 2013 occupancy of the new 
offi ce space located at 5415 East High 
Street, Suite 220, Phoenix, AZ 85054. Stay 
tuned for future details and information.

The Desert Ridge Community Association 
offi ce management team is proudly 
managed by Rossmar & Graham and share 
in the continued partnership and growth of 
the community. 
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A non-invasive, FDA approved solution for sagging skin

Ultherapy® is a new type of non-surgical procedure for the face & neck that uses 
ultrasound and the body’s own natural healing process to lift, tone, and tighten skin

•  Non-surgical  
•  No downtime
•  In-of ce treatment
•  Maximum results 
    in 3-6 months 
•  Free consultation

FULL FACE ULTHERAPY TREATMENT

ULTHERAPY BROWS

Each discounted Ultherapy treatment comes
with a FREE Micro-Glow Peel ($175 value)

Scottsdale Of ce
7312 E Deer Valley Road, Ste D-105
Scottsdale, AZ 85255
(p) 480.473.9111 phxskin.com

LIMITED TIME INTRODUCTORY RATES! 

$550
$550
$950

$1500

$2400

EYES
BROWS
UPPER FACE 
(brows & eyes)

MID-LOWER FACE 
(cheeks, jawline, upper neck)

FULL FACE

AS SEEN ON 
THE DOCTORS, 

THE VIEW, GOOD 
MORNING AMERICA 

& RACHEL RAY!

BEFORE AFTER

BEFORE AFTER

AS SEEN ON 
THE DOCTORS, 

THE VIEW, GOOD 
MORNING AMERICA 

& RACHEL RAY!

pxskin_ultherapy_desertridge.indd   1 9/25/12   2:20 PM
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Events at Desert Ridge Marketplace
District Stage performance times are from 7:00 PM to 10:00 PM
Barnes & Noble Area performance times are from 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM

FEBRUARY 2013
Fri. 1	 Laura Walsh And Her Band 
	 (Country Western Band) - District Stage
	 Melanie & Van 
	 (Easy Listening Acoustic Duo) - AMC Fountain Area 
Sat. 2	 Ratio 
	 (Funk, Soul, Jazz and R&B Band) - District Stage
	L egendary Blues singer Hans Olson 
	 (Blues Singer/Songwriter) – AMC Fountain Area 
Fri. 8	 Vinyl Nova 
	 (Top 40 Cover and Alternative Band) - District Stage
	D ani Zubia 
	 (Alternative Guitarist/Vocalist) - AMC Fountain Area 
Sat. 9	 Knee Deep Experience 
	 (Funk, Soul, R&B Band) - District Stage
	 Jess Hawk Oakenstar 
	 (Folk Singer/Songwriter) – AMC Fountain Area

Fri. 15	 Peppermint James 
	 (Original and Top 40 Alternative Band) - District Stage
	 Bob McCarroll 
	 (Jazz Guitarist/Vocalist) - AMC Fountain Area 
Sat. 16	 Ghandi’s Garage 
	 (Top 40 Cover Band) - District Stage
	 Tony Putrino 
	 (Accordionist Extraordinaire) - AMC Fountain Area 
Fri. 22	 Think Horses 
	 (Original Alternative and Cover Band) - District Stage
	 West Hills Brothers 
	 (Acoustic Guitar Duo) - AMC Fountain Area 
Sat. 23	 Hello Swindon 
	 (High Energy Original Alternative Band) - District Stage
	 Grady Sione 
	 (Easy Listening Keyboard Player) - AMC Fountain Area



Color Consciousness
introspection   Positive Effects: Inspires 
Spiritual, Original & Unconventional 
thinking, Calms the emotions   Negative 
Effects: Live in fantasy, immature, 
Delusions of grandeur   Great Color for: 
Bedrooms, Bathrooms, Meditation Rooms   
Business Use: Expressions: Religious & 
Counter culture products, Anti-aging 
products Expressions:  Purple Heart   Fun 
Facts: A purple poker chip is worth $5000

Color: White   Day: Monday   Chakra: 
DNA   Psychological Effects:  Creates a 
feeling of spaciousness   Positive Effects: 
Simplicity, Wholesomeness, Purity   
Negative Effects: Sterility, Cold, Boring, 
Stark   Great Color for: All rooms with 
older children!   Business Use: Conveys 
freshness, cleanliness & purity  Expressions:  
White lie, White Elephant, White as a 
ghost   Fun Facts:  “Coconut” was once the 
scent for white crayons, (they stopped as 
kids were eating them!)

Color: Black   Day: Saturday   Chakra: 
DNA   Psychological Effects:  Effects of 
black are very individual. Some find it 
comforting, others find it frightening & 
unsettling   Positive Effects: Mysterious, 
“Cool”, Elegant, Grounding   Negative 
Effects: Despair, Fear, Overwhelmed, Scary   
Great Color for: Sophisticated accents, 
A black painted chalkboard wall in office/
kitchen.   Business Use: Authority & 
Power, Luxury items  Expressions: Black 
balled, Black comedy, Black mood   Fun 
Facts: Most cultures considered a black cat 
crossing your path bad luck except England 
where they regard it as lucky.

Out of the blue, True blue, Feeling blue   
Fun Facts: Blue is the favorite color for 
toothbrushes

Color: Green   Day: Friday   Chakra: Heart   
Psychological Effects:  Relaxes your muscles, 
Renews & restores depleted energy   Positive 
Effects: Tranquil, Soothes, Harmonizes   
Negative Effects: Greed, Materialistic, Envy   
Great Color for: All rooms   Business Use: 
Relaxes people, Color used for Natural & 
Nature products  Expressions: Green thumb, 
Green with envy, Greenhorn   Fun Facts: 
Green was George Washington’s favorite color

Color: Purple   Day: Thursday   Chakra: 
Crown   Psychological Effects:  Suppresses 
hunger, Balances metabolism, Promotes 

Color: Red   Day: Tuesday   Chakra: Root   
Psychological Effects:  Stimulates heart 
rate, respiration & brain activity   Positive 
Effects: Stimulating, Powerful, Exciting, 
Passionate, Confident   Negative Effects: 
Anger, Aggression, Violence, Restlessness   
Great Color for: Exercise rooms, Dining 
rooms, Pops of color, Your outer front door   
Business Use: Create urgency, Impulse 
sales  Expressions: Red letter day, Caught 
red handed   Fun Facts: Bees can’t see the 
color red

Color: Yellow   Day: Sunday   Chakra:  
Solar Plexus   Psychological Effects:  
Stimulates your mental agility & nervous 
systems, Encourages communication   
Positive Effects: Uplifting, Cheerful, 
Enthusiastic, Optimistic   Negative Effects: 
Anxiety, Impatience, Criticalness   Great 
Color for: All rooms except nurseries (said 
to cause babies to cry)   Business Use: To 
grab attention  Expressions: Yellow bellied   
Fun Facts:  Comic book hero, The Green 
Lantern is afraid of the color yellow

Color: Blue   Day: Wednesday   Chakra: 
Throat   Psychological Effects:  Lowers 
blood pressure, Calms the nervous system, 
Cools, Aids in Intuition   Positive Effects: 
Safe, Spiritual, Loyal, Reliable   Negative 
Effects: Depressing, Conservative, Icy   
Great Color for: Rooms w/a lot of natural 
light   Business Use: Inspires confidence, 
dependability, reliability  Expressions: 

Suzan Ann of Suzan Ann Interiors, Inc. has worked as a Residential Interior Designer in the Phoenix Valley area & the northern 
suburbs of Chicago for over 15 years. She can be reached at 623-455-0866.

By Suzan Ann Interiors

Our reaction to color is instantaneous and it has a profound effect on our choices! Colors 
swirl and surround us so quickly & completely that we are not consciously aware of how it 
informs our moods, feelings, decisions & even our physical health! Why do we love one color 
and hate another?  It is this kind of visceral reaction that makes choosing the right colors 
for your home so difficult! Too much or too little of a color can evoke positive or negative 
effects.  Let’s lift the veil and take a quick look at some of their psychological effects along 
with a little lore, history & mystery we associate with some basic colors. There are a plethora 
of personality color quizzes online that are fun & insightful if you would like to learn more!
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Grand Opening 
Come visit and tour
our new office location
5415 E. High Street, Suite 220, BLDG. A10
Phoenix, AZ 85054

February 27     4-6 p.m.
Board Meeting starts at 6 p.m.

Food and refreshments
will be provided



community Giving

the Waste Management Phoenix open

Photos courtesy of Alyssia Saxton
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ASSocIATIoN & coMMuNITy NEWS

by caitlin Sageng
Branch Director
Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater 
Scottsdale, Vestar Branch

Each year the Boys & Girls 
Clubs of Greater Scottsdale, 
Vestar Branch, through a 
partnership with the Phoenix 
Suns and Phoenix Mercury, 
offers an instructional youth 
basketball program for ages 5-14. 

This all-encompassing basketball 
program is designed to teach 
youth about the fundamentals 
of basketball, the benefi ts of 

working with a team and the 
importance of exhibiting good 
sportsmanship. Leagues are 
divided into four divisions, Biddy 
Ball (ages 5-7), Rookies (8-9), 
Cadets (10-11), and Suns (12-
14).  It is the mission of the Boys 
& Girls Clubs to provide these 
important life opportunities, 
such as being a part of a team, 
to all youth, regardless of their 
fi nancial ability to pay and this is 
made possible through generous 
sponsors including the Desert 
Ridge Community Association.  

After a successful community 
Movie in the Park night, Desert 
Ridge was able to donate to the 
Vestar Branch, becoming the 
Rookies Division Sponsor.  The 
Vestar Branch would also like to 
thank Right Honda and North 
Valley Orthodontics for their 
support this basketball season 
and invite you to visit their 
website at vestarbranch.bgcs.
org to fi nd out how you can get 
involved.  

The Boys & Girls Clubs 

of Greater Scottsdale 
provides a positive, safe and 
fun environment to help 
Valley youth of all ages and 
backgrounds reach the power 
of their potential.  This non-
profi t organization offers more 
than 100 youth development 
programs at the organization’s 
nine branches and 12 outreach 
sites located in Scottsdale, 
Phoenix, Mesa, Fountain Hills 
and the Salt River Pima-
Maricopa and Hualapai Indian 
Communities.

The Waste Management Phoenix Open will be 
played January 28 – February 3, 2013, at the TPC 
Scottsdale. The tournament host Thunderbirds 
have raised more than $80 million for charities, 
with more than $50 million generated since 
2004. The 2013 edition will mark the 78th 
playing of the event, making it one of the fi ve 
oldest events on the PGA TOUR (not including 
the major championships). Title sponsor Waste 
Management, Inc., based in Houston, Texas, is 
the leading provider of comprehensive waste 
management services in North America. For 
more information on the Waste Management 
Phoenix Open or to purchase tickets visit 
www.wmphoenixopen.com.
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concert: Jimmy Webb
fri., february 1 | 7:30 p.m.
Tickets: $37.50–$42.50
Jimmy Webb is a critically acclaimed songwriter 
whose music has thrilled audiences over more 
than 40 years with a chain of memorable hits. His 
songs “Wichita Lineman,” “By the Time I Get to 
Phoenix,” “Galveston,” “MacArthur Park,” and 
many more have been heard by millions, and  he 
is the only artist to have ever received Grammy 
Awards for music, lyrics, and orchestration.

Museum encounter: 
aSa chamber orchestra
Sat., february 2 | 12:30-1 p.m. & 2:30-3 p.m.
Tickets: Free with museum admission
Join the ASA Chamber Orchestra, a group of 
talented young musicians from grades eight to 12 
from Arizona School for the Arts, as they perform 
Antonio Vivaldi’s Concerto for 4 Violins and 
Edvard Grieg’s Elegiac Melodies as well as a 
sampling of string quartets and trios.

concert: Joe lovano and Us five featuring 
James Weidman, esperanza Spalding, 
francisco Mela, and otis Brown III
Sat., february 2  | 7 p.m. & 9 p.m.
Tickets: $42.50–$47.50 (7 p.m.) & 
$32.50–$37.50 (9 p.m.)
Grammy-winning saxophone giant Joe Lovano has 
distinguished himself for three decades as a major 
creative force in music with his fearless ability to 
push the conceptual and thematic choices he has 
made in his quest to fi nd new modes of artistic 
expression within the jazz idiom.

Mini Music Makers Series
Mon., february 4
9:30-10 a.m. for children ages 0-18 months
10:15-10:50 a.m. for children ages 18 months-3 years
11-11:45 a.m. for children ages 3-5 years
Tickets: $12 per class or $40 for all four
Introduce your child to the wonderful world of 
music! MIM’s Mini Music Makers Series, an early 

childhood music-education program, aims to enrich 
children’s lives by providing a safe, interactive, and 
engaging environment for children to explore a 
variety of music from around the world. Each class 
is structured around developmentally appropriate 
activities for children to interact with and create 
their own music. This session’s classes will focus 
on the sights and sounds of jazz music.

concert: vusi Mahlasela
Mon., february 4 | 7 p.m.
Tickets: $29.50–$37.50
Celebrated for his distinct, powerful voice and his 
poetic, optimistic lyrics, Vusi Mahlasela is simply 
known as “The Voice” in his home country of 
South Africa. His songs of hope connect apartheid-
scarred South Africa with its promise for a better 
future. Raised in the Mamelodi Township, where he 
still resides, Mahlasela became a singer-songwriter 
and poet-activist at an early age, teaching himself 
how to play guitar and later joining the Congress of 
South African Writers. His songs became anthems 
for the struggle to end apartheid, and he was asked 
to sing at Nelson Mandela’s inauguration. He has 
since achieved international acclaim and has made 
friends and fans of artists ranging from Taj Mahal to 
Dave Matthews to Josh Groban.

concert: Paul thorn
Sat., february 9 | 7:30 p.m.
Ticket: $29.50–$34.50
Thorn has been pleasing crowds for years with his 
muscular brand of roots music: bluesy, rocking, and 
thoroughly Southern, yet also speaking universal 
truths. The Tupelo, Mississippi, native worked in a 
furniture factory, jumped out of airplanes, and was 
a professional boxer before sharing his experiences 
with the world as a singer-songwriter.

concert: Kurt elling
Sun., february 10 | 7 p.m.
Tickets: $29.50–$37.50
Grammy winner Kurt Elling is among the 
world’s foremost jazz vocalists. He has won every 

DownBeat Critics Poll for the last 13 years and 
has been named “Male Singer of the Year” by 
the Jazz Journalists Association eight times in 
that same span. Every one of Elling’s nine albums 
has been nominated for a Grammy. Elling’s rich 
baritone spans four octaves and features both 
astonishing technical mastery and emotional depth. 
His repertoire includes original compositions 
and modern interpretations of standards, all of 
which are springboards for inspired improvisation, 
scatting, spoken word, and poetry.

Mini Music Makers Series
Mon., february 11
9:30-10 a.m. for children ages 0-18 months
10:15-10:50 a.m. for children ages 18 months-3 years
11-11:45 a.m. for children ages 3-5 years
Tickets: $12 per class or $40 for all four
Introduce your child to the wonderful world of 
music! MIM’s Mini Music Makers Series, an early 
childhood music-education program, aims to enrich 
children’s lives by providing a safe, interactive, and 
engaging environment for children to explore a 
variety of music from around the world. Each class 
is structured around developmentally appropriate 
activities for children to interact with and create 
their own music. This session’s classes will focus on 
the sights and sounds of jazz music.

concert: habib Koité & eric Bibb
Mon., february 11 | 7 p.m. & 9 p.m.
Tickets: $32.50–$37.50 (7 p.m.) & 
$22.50–$27.50 (9 p.m.)
Koité and Bibb fi rst met 10 years ago, when both 
were invited to play on the album Mali to Memphis 
(Putumayo). They struck a chord, exchanged a 
few notes, and then a few songs. A connection was 
established, friendship followed. Both recognized 
that blues has its roots in Africa. The dialogue 
continued and a follow-up meeting launched the 
project that would become Brothers in Bamako.
When Koité and Bibb sat down to begin recording 
the new album, any geographical or cultural 
differences vanished, and what was left was two 
artists with their own particular backgrounds, but 
with a similar vision arriving at a common ground 
that joined their music as one.

concert: Gryphon trio with Patricia 
o’callaghan- “Broken hearts and Madmen”
Wed., february 13 | 7 p.m.
Tickets: $42.50–$47.50
Broken Hearts & Madmen joins two of Canada’s 
leading musical forces: the Gryphon Trio and 
vocalist Patricia O’Callaghan. Blending classical 
music with popular songs from around the world, 
they’ll take listeners on a haunting and beautiful 
musical journey through the complexities of the 
creative spirit. Featuring songs by Leonard Cohen, 
Nick Drake, Elvis Costello, Lhasa de Sela, and 

vusi Mahlasela

February 2013
Concerts & Events

Purchase tickets online at MIM.org, in person at MIM, or by calling the MIM Ticket offi ce at 480.478.6000.  For the most updated event 
information, please visit our website at MIM.org.  Musical Instrument Museum Music Theater, 4725 E. Mayo blvd., Phoenix, AZ 85050.

general Admission: $18  n  Teens (ages 13-19): $14  n  children (ages 4-12): $10  n children 3 and under: Free
Programing subject to change

Joe lovano
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The City of Phoenix would like to thank the community for their input and interest in the effort to study a transportation connection between the SR 51 / Loop 101 interchange and Cave Creek Road. This study will evaluate engineering and environmental aspects of a proposed transportation corridor connecting SR 51 to Cave Creek Road.The Regional Transportation Plan Arterial Streets Life Cycle Program includes funding for the portion of Black Mountain Boulevard from SR 51 to Deer Valley Road. The portion of Black Mountain Boulevard from Deer Valley Road to Cave Creek Road is unfunded and is expected to be built by development as it occurs in the future.

Currently, we have met with fi ve homeowner’s associations including Desert Ridge Community Association, Aviano, Wildcat Ridge, Fireside and Tatum Highlands. In addition, we have met with the Desert View Village Planning Committee, local agencies, and a stakeholders group. Finally, we have held two formal public meetings as a part of the federal funding requirements. We have received and continue to receive valuable input to help guide the project team towards developing alternatives to bring back to the public in late March 2012. At the March public workshops, we will summarize the study data collected and present various preliminary alternative alignments for consideration. We will look for additional 

input based on the alternative alignments to help refi ne the concepts and ultimately move ahead with one preferred alignment or a no-build option later this fall.Please visit the project website at www.blackmountainblvd.com to provide your input, review the information from past meetings, and watch for the upcoming March workshop schedule. You may also call the project hotline at (602) 297-5203. Thank you again for your interest in this project.

After managing through a more than $330 million defi cit over the last two years, Phoenix offi cials are projecting no defi cit for the upcoming fi scal year.  “Revenues are improving and the city is successfully managing its expenses,” said Mayor Greg Stanton. “Our city is not projecting a defi cit for 2012-13, and I am cautiously optimistic about this budget outlook,” he said.Over the past two years, the city overcame a $277 million defi cit in fi scal year 2010-11 and a $59 million defi cit in 2011-12.  Many factors have contributed to the city’s fi nancial stability, including:Innovation and Effi ciency savings of more than $40 million by streamlining the organization and reducing the workforce by 2,500 positions, resulting in the smallest number of employees per capita in 40 years (10.3 employees per 1,000 residents). Maintaining the city’s AAA bond rating despite the economic downturn, allowing the 

city to use its good credit to refi nance debt, saving more than $44 million in General Fund debt service payments. Increasing the contingency, or rainy day fund, to the highest level in the city’s history, with nearly $36 million, or 3.4% of the city’s General Fund operating budget. Maintaining the property tax rate at $1.82, resulting in a savings for Phoenix residents of $121 million over three years. Consolidating departments and functions of the city, such as combining the Planning,  Development Services and Historic Preservation departments into one department – the Planning and Development Department. Reducing management layers and increasing the span of control ratio from 1 manager for every 5.3 employees to 1 for every 8 employees. Residents will be able to provide input on the budget during one of the 15 public meetings that will be conducted throughout the city 

in April. Visit phoenix.gov/budget for more 

details.

Want to get the latest city news? Like us at 

facebook.com/cityofphoenix.
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Laurie Anderson alongside traditional melodies 
from Mexico, Argentina, and Brazil, Broken Hearts 
& Madmen is global in spirit and celebrates the 
romantic soul inside us all.

a very vintage valentine’s day: 
a Special valentine’s event at MIM
thur., february 14 | 7–9:30 p.m.
Tickets: $60 until January 31; 
$65 after January 31
Spend an evening under the stars and embark on a 
global journey through music at MIM to celebrate 
Valentine’s Day! Live music for the evening will 
be provided by The Sugar Thieves, who bring a 
powerhouse delta sound that will take guests back 
in time, while the Savoy Hop Cats will get guests 
grooving with 1920s-style Lindy Hop swing dance 
performances. While enjoying the sights and sounds 
of this unique entertainment, guests can also taste a 
special menu of food and beverages sourced locally, 
but inspired by culinary traditions from around the 
globe. Each ticket includes one complimentary 
beverage of choice with a cash bar afterwards. 
*Note: This event is for those ages 21 and older.

concert: tragedy & triumph: the 
Soldier’s tale & headcase. robert 
Moody conducts the arizona Musicfest 
chamber Players
Sat., february 16 | 4 p.m.
Tickets: $40; Premium Seating $50
Two remarkable works, Igor Stravinsky’s The 
Soldier’s Tale and the Arizona premiere of Brett 
William Dietz’s Headcase, to be performed by the 
Arizona Musicfest Chamber Players (members of 
the all-star Arizona Musicfest Orchestra)—this 
is a concert unlike any other! A modern Faust, 
The Soldier’s Tale is fi lled with Stravinsky’s 
characteristic melodic edginess and syncopated 
rhythms. Dietz’s Headcase is a powerful work that 
transforms a personal story into a universal one, 
capturing the composer’s recovery from a stroke at 
the age of 29.

family day at MIM: Get a little 
Bit louder now! the Science of Sound
Sun., february 17 | 11 a.m.-4 p.m.
Tickets: Free with museum admission
Experience the Science of Sound with a full day of 
fascinating events. Fun for the whole family, programs 
include a rare tour of MIM’s Conservation Lab (for 
those over age 10), a Gallery Walk featuring the 
music and engineering of mechanical instruments 
and special music programs designed for the youngest 
family members. Other programs encourage you to 
discover unique electronic instruments, explore the 
science of sound with some hands-on experiments, 
and enjoy some great local music.

concert: david Broza
Sun., february 17 | 7 p.m.
Mon., february 18 | 7 p.m.
Tickets: $37.50–$42.50
Israeli superstar David Broza is one of the most 
vibrant and engaging artists on the worldwide singer-
songwriter scene. He has released more than two 
dozen albums in three different languages, several 
of which have gone platinum. His 1983 album, The 
Woman by My Side, went platinum fi ve times in 
Israel and remains one of the top-selling Hebrew-
language records ever. Broza has been called “the 
postmodern Leonard Cohen,” “Stevie Ray Vaughn 
of folk-rock,” and even “the Mel Gibson of rock ’n’ 
roll.” But these comparisons merely offer a way to 
introduce this Israeli star to American audiences 
who have yet to experience his sound and stage 
presence.

Mini Music Makers Series
Mon., february 18
9:30-10 a.m. for children ages 0-18 months
10:15-10:50 a.m. for children ages 18 months-3 years
11-11:45 a.m. for children ages 3-5 years
Tickets: $12 per class or $40 for all four
Introduce your child to the wide and wonderful 
world of music! MIM’s Mini Music Makers Series, 
an early childhood music-education program, 
aims to enrich children’s lives by providing a safe, 
interactive, and engaging environment for children 
to explore a variety of music from around the world. 
Each class is structured around developmentally 
appropriate activities for the children to interact 
with and create their own music. This session’s 
classes will focus on the sights and sounds of jazz 
music.

Music in Motion: Zero Zero
thurs., february 21 | 6-8:30 p.m.
Tickets: Free with museum admission 
or $7 performance only
Groove to the sounds of Arizona bands under the 
stars and take a musical journey around the world in 
MIM’s galleries with the monthly Music in Motion 
series! Zero Zero, created by Nicole Laurenne and 
Michael Johnny Walker, does electro-fuzz-pop as a 
trio, with synthesizers, guitar, female vocals, and live 
drums, plus sampled tracks. The group debuted its 
fi rst record, featuring eight original tracks written, 
performed, recorded, and mixed by Laurenne and 
Walker on October 5, 2012.

concert: George Kahumoku Jr. 
and the Masters of hawaiian Music
fri., february 22 | 7:30 p.m.
Tickets: $32.50–$37.50
Winning his fourth Grammy this year, George 

Kahumoku Jr., on slack-key guitar and vocals, 
brings together masters from his award-winning 
albums for an evening of down-home Hawaiian 
music. He’ll be joined by fi fth-generation slack-
key player Keoki Kahumoku and Uncle Richard 
Ho’opi’I, on ukulele and vocals, who is an NEA 
Folk Heritage Fellow for Hawaiian falsetto singing. 
They’ll share music, stories, culture, and joy 
with audiences from kids to kupuna (elders) and 
everyone in-between.

Museum encounter: aSa Piano Students
Sat., february 23 | 12:30-1 p.m. & 2:30-3 p.m.
Tickets: Free with museum admission
Join ASA piano students, a group of talented young 
musicians from grades seven to 12 from Arizona 
School for the Arts, as they perform duets from 
classical and other distinguished composers.

Museum encounter: 
aSa Percussion ensemble
Sun., february 24 | 12:30-1 p.m. & 2:30-3 p.m.
Tickets: Free with museum admission
Join the ASA Percussion Ensemble, a group of 
talented young musicians from grades nine to 12 
from Arizona School for the Arts, as they perform a 
diverse program of contemporary percussion ensemble 
literature. This program is sure to enhance your visit to 
MIM as the group will feature music and instruments 
found in many of the museum’s exhibits.

Mini Music Makers Series
Mon., february 25
9:30-10 a.m. for children ages 0-18 months
10:15-10:50 a.m. for children ages 18 months-3 years
11-11:45 a.m. for children ages 3-5 years
Tickets: $12 per class or $40 for all four
Introduce your child to the wide and wonderful world 
of music! MIM’s Mini Music Makers Series, an early 
childhood music-education program, aims to enrich 
children’s lives by providing a safe, interactive, and 
engaging environment for children to explore a 
variety of music from around the world. Each class 
is structured around developmentally appropriate 
activities for the children to interact with and create 
their own music. This session’s classes will focus on the 
sights and sounds of jazz music.

MIM Musical Interludes Series 
featuring aSU: Jazz
Wed., february 27 | 10:30 a.m.
Tickets: Free with museum admission 
or $7 performance only
The jazz trio of Michael Kocour (piano), Ben 
Hequist (bass), and Dom Moio (drums) will present 
a program of musical exploration through the 
American Songbook, jazz classics, and original 
compositions.

George Kahumoku Jr.Gryphon trio

david Broza
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We are pleased to announce 
Wildfi re Elementary School  was 
Recognized as a 2012 NCEA 
High Performing School.  This 
is not an award that is applied 
for, but one that is the result of 
analysis by the National Center 

for Educational Achievement, a 
department of ACT and partner 
with the Arizona Department 
of Education.  The NCEA looks 
at school data and evaluates 
schools based on two criteria; 
which schools are preparing 

students better than expected 
and the schools continued 
growth and performance on the 
AIMS tests.  Wildfi re was found 
to be a high performer in one 
or more content areas tested 
by the AIMS test.  We want to 

celebrate the great work that 
our teachers, staff, students and 
parents did to earn this award.  
Wildfi re is truly a community 
dedicated to the success of our 
students! 

Wildfire Elementary School 
Gets Recognition
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Welcome to Desert Ridge
AZ Body Mechanics	 480.282.8485 • www.azbodymechanics.com
AZ Body Mechanics is an integrated chiropractic clinic that offers patients many options for 
health including massage and myotherapy, traditional fitness classes like Pilates and P90X and 
sports rehabilitation programs such as golf and hockey.

Aspire Salon & Spa	 480.600.6232 • aspiresalonandspa.com
In addition to the latest hairstyles, cuts and colors, Aspire Salon & Spa provides facial services, 
waxing and professional make-up application. Their team also loves helping brides feel beautiful 
on their special day.

Modern Margarita	 PHONE: (Coming Soon) • WEBSITE: (Coming Soon)
Modern Margarita, a Fork & Dagger Restaurant Group concept from Valley restaurateur Julian 
Wright, offers a fresh spin on the traditional margarita. It features a large selection of freshly made 
margaritas, gourmet street tacos, burgers, fresh guacamole and additional sharing-plate options. 
Visitors appreciate Modern Margarita’s high-quality, locally sourced food and beverages, in a 
lively atmosphere where the party continues until 2 a.m. Located on the north side of High Street 
between 53rd and 54th Streets, Modern Margarita include as 1,200 square foot patio where guests 
can enjoy margaritas from $7 to $12, and happy hour pricing between $3 and $10. Unusual flavors 
include hibiscus, prickly pear, cucumber and other modern approaches to the classic margarita. 
Modern Margarita also includes the number one seller from its sister bar in Tempe, (Canteen 
Modern Tequila Bar) the “Casa Margarita” with fresh squeezed lime.

Nori Sushi	 PHONE: (Coming Soon, 480.515.9777) • WEBSITE: (Coming Soon)
For sushi lovers.

CityCenter of CityNorth

Desert Ridge Marketplace

Would you like 
to be a Board 
Member and get 
involved in your 
community?

Get your application today 
and apply to become 
a Board Member!

480.551.4553
desertridge@rossmar.com

Deadline is February 14, 2013 at 
5 p.m. for application submissions.

Advertise Your 
Business in Your 
Official Community 
Magazine. To Reserve 
Your Placement in 
Our Next Issue, 
please call 
480.551.4553
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Desert riDge mArKetplAce
BJ’S reStaUrant and BreWhoUSe .... 480.538.0555
Serving Chicago-style pizza with generously portioned 
salads, sandwiches, soups, entrées & desserts.
cafÉ ZUPaS .......................................... 480.339.8038
Café Zupas specializes in gourmet soups, salads and 
sandwiches using fresh and exotic ingredients in a 
fast-casual setting. The menu offers ten homemade 
soups, twelve exotic salads, seven Panini’s, and fi ve 
Gourmet Sandwiches. In addition, the Café Zupas 
Drink Bar offers sixteen different types of soda, 
Crystal Light, and Italian Soda fl avorings.
calIfornIa PIZZa KItchen ................. 480.473.3336
Authentic California-style cuisine! Try one of their 
hearth-baked pizzas such as The Original BBQ 
Chicken, Thai Chicken, and Jamaican Jerk Chicken, 
cooked in an open kitchen or indulge in distinctive 
pastas, salads, soups, appetizers and desserts. You can 
order online and curbside pickup is available. 
cold Stone creaMerY ...................... 480.585.7952
From unique ice cream creations to smoothies, 
cakes and shakes – nobody serves up the ultimate 
indulgence like Cold Stone. It starts with using 
the highest quality ingredients and ends with our 
signature process for preparing your custom creation 
on a frozen granite stone.
dave and BUSter’S ...............................480.538.8956
The ultimate group entertainment destination 
with the best games, food, drinks, billiards, 
bowling, music, & video all under one roof!
eInSteIn BroS. BaGelS .........................480.585.3920
Einstein Bros. is your Neighborhood Café with 
fresh-baked bagels, Darn Good Coffee® & Espresso, 
made-to-order sandwiches, and fresh salads.
In-n-oUt BUrGer ................................. 480.563.9021
Quality you can taste - classic made burgers, 
hand-diced french fries & creamy shakes.
ISlandS fIne BUrGerS & drInKS .........480.513.7231
Gourmet burgers, Island fries, chicken sandwiches & 
fresh salads served in a casual, tropical atmosphere.
It’SUGar ............................................... 480-513-1902
IT’SUGAR is a trendy sweets shop where you’ll 
experience an unpredictable sense of excitement and 
wonder along with the sights, smells and especially 
the tastes of all your favorite treats. 
JIMMY John’S ..................................... 480.321.8052
Jimmy John’s defi nition of fresh is worlds apart from 
everyone else’s. Bread is baked in-house everyday 
and served fresh. Meat and veggies are sliced fresh 
in-house every day. 
the KeG SteaKhoUSe & Bar ............... 480.419.7772
When it comes to steak, The Keg serves only the 
fi nest cuts. They are aged for tenderness and a very 
special blend of seasonings is added to lend unique 
fl avor while still allowing the natural properties 
of the high quality. This ensures that a tender, 
succulent, fl avorful steak is guaranteed off the grill 
every time. 
MacaronI GrIll ................................. 480.538.8755
More than 35 Italian specialties prepared in an 
exhibition kitchen. Recipes are made with the fi nest 

ingredients such as imported artisan pastas, vine-
ripened tomatoes, colorful vegetables, extra virgin 
olive oil, fresh lemons, select seafood, grilled meats 
and fresh, fragrant Italian herbs. Life is delicious.
MIMI’S cafÉ.......................................... 480.419.5006
Classic, made-from-scratch American dishes served 
in a friendly, French New Orleans-atmosphere.
norI ........................(coMInG Soon) 480.515.9777
For Sushi Lovers
Panda eXPreSS .................................... 480.502.8399
High-quality Chinese food at a very reasonable price.
ParadISe BaKerY & cafÉ .....................480.538.8406
Freshly-baked cookies & muffi ns, soups & made-to-
order gourmet sandwiches.
Port of SUBS/SMoothIe KInG .......... 480.502.7962
Made-to-order subs & refreshing smoothies.
rocK BottoM BreWerY ..................... 480.513.9125
A casual dining experience featuring handcrafted 
beers brewed on premise & an innovative menu. 
Good Friends, Great Food, Great Beer.
rocKY MoUntaIn chocolate
factorY ............................................... 480.342.9993
Hand-dipped chocolates & assorted candies. 
Packaged coffees, cocoas & more.
rUBIo’S freSh MeXIcan GrIll ........... 480.473.9225
Rubio’s food is a combination of our south of the 
border roots and the infl uence of California’s coastal 
waters, farm-fresh ingredients and friendly people.
SandBar .............................................. 480.585.5900
Known for its spicy Mexican menu and array 
of tropical drinks and ice cold cervezas.
SlIceS ....................................................480.513.1861
Choose from a selection of pizzas already prepared 
with a crispy crust and any number of topping 
combinations, at affordable prices.
SMaShBUrGer ..................................... 480.664.6210
Where smash. sizzle. savor means a dedication to 
creating the best-tasting “cooked-to-order” burger. 
They start with 100% Angus Beef, smashed, seared 
and seasoned on the grill, placed on a butter-toasted 
artisan bun and topped with the highest-quality 
cheeses, freshest produce and condiments.
StarBUcKS coffee .............................. 480.502.4761
High quality roasted whole bean coffees & fresh, rich, 
Italian-style espresso beverages.
SWeet toMatoeS ................................. 480.473.3233
Offering an all you care to eat dining experience 
featuring fresh cut produce, specially prepared salads, 
hearty made from scratch soups, original recipe hot 
pasta dishes and more.
t.G.I. frIdaY’S ....................................... 480.538.1945
Home of American favorites like loaded potato 
skins, buffalo wings, burgers, salads & more.
Waffle daWG  ..................................... 602.989.0567
Waffl e Dawg has a variety of palate pleasing 
entrées at a very economical and kid friendly price.
WolfleY’S ............................................ 480.515.2424
Wolfl ey’s Neighborhood Grill is a place you 
can count on for quality food, value pricing and 
personalized service.
Yard hoUSe ......................................... 480.563.9273
Yard House is an upscale-casual eatery known for 
great food, classic rock music and 130 tap handles 
of domestic, imported and craft beer.

Jw mArriott Desert riDge 
resort & spA
BlUe SaGe ............................................ 480.293.3988
This lively eatery showcases a spirited menu of 
contemporary American favorites and regional 
cuisine featuring bold fl avors and local produce. Start 
your day with a delicious gourmet breakfast buffet. 
Savor a 25-ounce Prickly Pear Margarita or a variety 
of specialty drinks in the colorful bar. Picturesque 
outdoor seating features majestic mountain views 
overlooking shimmering turquoise waterways and the 
lush Sage Court lawn. The private dining room offers 
an intimate area for parties of up to 25 guests. Blue 
Sage is open for breakfast, lunch and dinner. 
tUScanY .............................................. 480.293.3988
The modern Italian menu at Tuscany is all about 
authentic Italian comfort fl avors featuring handmade 
pasta, seasonal ingredients, the freshest seafood and 
superb and affordable wines with exceptional service 
in a warm, inviting atmosphere. Guests of all ages are 
encouraged to share in a journey of Italian cuisine, 
using an array of menu combinations comprised of 
mouth-watering small plates, generous sharing dishes, 
and individual entrees. Specializing in creating hand-
crafted pizzas, pastas, and cheeses, as well as delightful 
house-made desserts prepared by the resort’s National 
Pastry Champions, the seasonal menu focuses on 
locally-grown produce and products, fresh from 
local farms as well as the resort’s own organic herb 
garden. Tuscany features an open exhibition kitchen, 
wood-fi red oven, indoor and outdoor fi replaces and 
patio seating. Tuscany is open for dinner. 
MerItaGe SteaKhoUSe ........................ 480.293.3988
Where fi ne wines meet prime aged steaks. Meritage 
Steakhouse is located at the resort’s championship 
36-hole Wildfi re Golf Club featuring award-winning 
courses designed by Arnold Palmer and Nick Faldo. 
Meritage’s hearty menu, alongside prime steaks, 
also features chicken, seafood and a selection of 
signature side dishes in a cherry wood country club 
like setting. A bold selection of wines by the glass, 
half and full bottles encourage diners to sample from 
the steakhouse’s fi ne wine cellar. The restaurant 
offers a scenic outdoor patio with welcoming fi re pits 
and sweeping views of Wildfi re Golf Club’s green 
fairways. Flat screen TVs are tuned into the latest 
sporting events. Meritage Steakhouse is open for 
lunch and dinner.

DININg guIDE
DININg & ENTERTAINMENT
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roY’S haWaIIan fUSIon cUISIne ....... 480.419.7697
Famed Hawaiian restaurateur Roy Yamaguchi’s 
renowned Hawaiian Fusion Cuisine is sizzling in 
fl avor and style. First founded in Honolulu in 1988, 
the highly regarded dining establishment features 
locations throughout the nation serving innovative 
Asian-infl uenced cuisine that makes the most of 
fresh local ingredients with “Aloha-style service.” 
An impressive wine list allows diners to sample a 
wide selection of varietals with their meal. Outdoor 
dining, appetizers or drinks near a welcoming 
fi replace make this restaurant a favorite among Resort 
guests. Open for dinner. Reservations recommended.
JUSt a SPlaSh Bar & GrIll ................  480-293-5000
A casual menu of salads, sandwiches, burgers and 
delicious appetizers highlight our poolside eatery. A 
full bar stands ready to mix up a soothing Kokopelli’s 
Cabana Colada. Kids young and old will love the 
fresh fruit smoothies.
vISta loUnGe  ..................................... 480-293-3726 
Vista Lounge features a patio opening onto sweeping 
views of the McDowell Mountains. With fi re pits 
blazing against the cool desert night, enjoy perfectly 
crafted cocktails, sushi and casual fare, along with 
live entertainment. Open late.
revIve SPa BIStro ..............................  480-293-3700 
Featuring an out-of-this world menu, eating healthy 
never seemed so indulgent. Located in our Revive Spa 
and open to all guests, enjoy our chef’s fresh, organic 
creations in serene indoor or outdoor settings.

citycenter of citynorth
BlUe MartInI loUnGe .......................... 480.638.BlUe

BlUeMartInIloUnGe.coM
Upscale, casual martini lounge featuring 25 superior 
martinis, tapas and live entertainment nightly. 
Kona GrIll .......... 480.289.5707 | KonaGrIll.coM
Casual elegance and an eclectic menu of dishes 
ranging from pasta and pizza to sushi. 
MelloW MUShrooM ............................ 480-889-0999

MelloWMUShrooM.coM
Mellow Mushroom is much more than pizza and beer. 
It provides an experience fi lled with colorful art, 
eclectic music and an extensive menu with food that 
comforts the soul. 
Modern MarGarIta ....... Phone: (coMInG Soon)
Modern Margarita, a Fork & Dagger Restaurant 
Group concept from Valley restaurateur Julian 
Wright, offers a fresh spin on the traditional 
margarita. It features a large selection of freshly 
made margaritas, gourmet street tacos, burgers, 
fresh guacamole and additional sharing-plate 
options. Visitors appreciate Modern Margarita’s 
high-quality, locally sourced food and beverages, in 
a lively atmosphere where the party continues until 
2 a.m. Located on the north side of High Street 
between 53rd and 54th Streets, Modern Margarita 
include as 1,200 square foot patio where guests 
can enjoy margaritas from $7 to $12, and happy 
hour pricing between $3 and $10. Unusual fl avors 
include hibiscus, prickly pear, cucumber and other 
modern approaches to the classic margarita. Modern 
Margarita also includes the number one seller from its 
sister bar in Tempe, (Canteen Modern Tequila Bar) 
the “Casa Margarita” with fresh squeezed lime.
MoJo YoGUrt .480.585.0339 | MoJoYoGUrt.coM
Unites hip and frozen yogurt culture with an 
unpretentious, left-coast style of the 
self-serve variety.
ocean PrIMe ... 480.347.1313 | ocean-PrIMe.coM
A Cameron Mitchell Restaurant featuring prime 
seafood, hand-crafted cocktails, world-class wines and 
live music every night.
SKInnY ItalIan .................................... 480.513.3844
Featuring traditional Italian cuisine with a healthy twist.

west oF tAtum
hUMBle PIe ........................................... 480.502.2121
Featuring a medley of starters, salads, pastas, 
sandwiches, and pizzas with fresh ingredients 
and a crust to crave. 
PIta JUnGle .........480-473-2321 | PItaJUnGle.coM
An eclectic blend of fresh ingredients, creative 
energy, and good times. Take your family 
or meet your friends and discover the 
art of eating healthy
StarBUcKS coffee .............................. 480.342-8231
High quality roasted whole bean coffees & 
fresh, rich, Italian-style espresso beverages.
SUBWaY ................................................ 480-513-6978
Whatever you’re in the mood for, SUBWAY
has a wide variety of subs, salads, and sides 
to choose from and every one of their Subs 
is made fresh in front of you, exactly the 
way you want it!
SUShI StatIon ....................................... 480-513-8699

 SUShIStatIon88.coM
The popular “Kaiten Sushi” (Revolving) Japanese 
concept is now available. You will enjoy 
quality sushi and fresh ingredients from all 
over the world. Fun for the family and available 
for special events.
trYSt cafÉ .............480-585-7978 | trYStcafe.coM
Breakfast, lunch, and dinner featuring organic, 
natural and locally grown products; extensive 
gluten free menu and full bar all in a friendly, 
urban environment.  Dine in or carry out.
YoGUrt PlUS+.........480-502-4200 | YoGUrtPlUS.US
An exciting self-serve yogurt shop with 
12 rotating fl avors and over 70 different 
scoops of toppings!

the mim
the MIM cafÉ & coffee ShoP
The Musical Instrument Museum Cafe & Coffee 
Shop is open to non-museum patrons. Hours: Cafe, 
11-2; Coffee Shop, Normal Museum Hours.



Nestled in a corner of the JW Marriott Desert Ridge Resort & Spa is Tuscany, 
a delicious little piece of Italy full of authentic Italian fl avors, affordable wines 
and attentive service.  Guests can share in a journey of Italian cuisine guided 
by an experienced staff through an array of mouth-watering small plates, 
generous sharing dishes and individual entrees.  

At Tuscany, hand-crafted pizzas, delicious pastas and authentic cheeses rule 
the day.  A seasonal menu focuses on locally grown produce fresh from local 
farms, as well as their very own organic herb garden.  Our team of tasters 
enjoyed this evening of food and Italian style fun.

Here’s what we found: Photo courtesy of Alyssia Saxton
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DININg & ENTERTAINMENT

RISToRANTE TuScANy AT 
ThE JW MARRIoTT DESERT 
RIDgE RESoRT & SPA
480-293-3988
5350 East Marriott Drive, Phoenix, AZ 85054
4.5 out of 5 stars

antiPasti BaR
This appetizer is a fun and inventive way to create your own plate of 
Charcuterie.  Make your own cutting board plate full of cured meats, 
delicious spreads and fl avorful cheese.  We recommend the Salami, 
Prosciutto San Daniele and hand pulled Mozzarella.  Be sure you 
don’t overlook the “to die for” Maple Walnuts.  The EVOO drizzled 
bread served with this appetizer was simply unbelievable.

veaL maRsaLa 
Tender Veal, ridiculously fresh wild mushrooms, spinach and the 
same Mozzarella we raved about in the appetizer all covered in a 
delicious Marsala Sauce. This was by far our favorite entrée.  

WiLD musHRoom PiZZa
A delicious pizza full of shallots, truffl e oil, chives and sweet onions, 
perfectly cooked in authentic wood-fi red pizza ovens. This pie had 
wonderful fl avors, a nice balance of toppings and a drizzle of truffl e oil 
that tied it all together beautifully.

saLsiccia PiZZa
The fl avors of sausage, garlic sauce, Peppadew peppers and spinach 
come together in this fantastic pizza dish.  A healthy kick of crushed 
red-pepper for heat and sweet spinach made this pizza a favorite.

sWeet coRn GnoccHi
Of all the dishes our group tasted, the gnocchi was the least 
appreciated.  We felt the consistency was off and it was just too 
chewy.  The accompanying sauce was fl avorless and we would not 
order this entrée again.

veaL RavioLi
The taste of spinach pasta, zucchini, brown butter and oregano 
came together in this tender homemade pasta.  There was a hint of 
sweetness and a melt in your mouth goodness we just couldn’t get 
enough of.

Risotto
A signature dish of Tuscany made of English peas, pancetta and 
sunny-up eggs.  

We love risotto and this dish was no exception with its rich, complex 
and hearty fl avors. Next time, we may add the optional spicy prawns, 
or rotisserie chicken.

BLacK anD WHite
Half chocolate brownie and half chocolate chip cookie, this dessert is 
served warm with house-made vanilla ice cream.  While we enjoyed 
the taste, it was your standard fare found at a number of other Desert 
Ridge restaurants.

BeRRies in Heaven
The name says it ALL. Fresh berries fl oating in a light, airy custard 
made with Limoncello, cream and mascarpone. HEAVEN served in 
an old style canning jar.

tiRamisu
An Italian classic, but this Tiramisu was a little too sweet and a bit 
on the dry side for our taste.



aSSocIatIon
Desert Ridge Community Association
480.551.4300
After Hours Emergency
602.336.2700

PUBlIc ServIceS
phoenix Water Department
M-F 
7:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
602.262.6251
Weekends, 
Holidays, 
after 5 p.m.
602.261.8000
phoenix police 
Department
Non-Emergency Crime Stop ...... 602.262.6151
phoenix public Works
Trash/Recycling ........................... 602.262.7251
parks Forestry Department
Downed Trees in Right of Way .. 602.262.9440
Malfunctioning Traffi c Signals . 602.262.6021
Streets/Street Sweeping ............. 602.262.6441
Southwest Gas
Customer Service ........................ 602.861.1999
ApS
24 hour line  ................................. 602.371.7171
(Includes Street Light Outtage)
Cox Communications ................ 623.594.1000
Qwest Communications ............ 800.244.1111
Green pools ................................. 602.506.6616
Maricopa County
Graffi ti Busters ........................... 602.495.7014

SchoolS
Fireside Elementary .................... 602.449.4700
Principal, Drew C. Davis, 
ddavis@pvschools.net

Wildfi re Elementary ................... 602.449.4300
Principal, Sherry Stillman
sstillman@pvschools.net

Desert Trails Elementary ........... 602.449.4100
Principal, Mrs. Kristen Lee
klee@pvschoolsnet

Explorer Middle School ............. 602.449.4200
Principal, Ms. Marianne McMurrin 
mmcmurrin@pvlearners.net

pinnacle high School ................ 602.449.4000
Principal, Dr. Troy Bales
tbales@pvschools.net

rooftop garden offer guests quiet solitude in 
between treatments. The spa presents its 
own sanctuary swimming pool surrounded 
by nine private cabanas. A spacious fi tness 
center and movement studio feature state-
of-the-art workout equipment and a host of 
classes. While enjoying the benefi ts of the 
spa, guests can indulge in healthful cuisine 
in Revive’s Spa Bistro.

JW Marriott Desert Ridge Resort & Spa 
offers dynamic golf experiences at its 
Wildfi re Golf Club. With two on-site 
courses, including 18 holes of both Nick 
Faldo and Arnold Palmer-designed 
championship golf, your golf afternoon can 
easily turn into a day of golf.

In addition to a fully equipped golf shop, 
Wildfi re Golf Club offers men’s and women’s 
locker rooms. The expansive facility features 
Meritage Steakhouse for course-side dining. 
The resort caters to the tennis enthusiast as 
well with eight lighted tennis courts and pro 
shop at the Tennis Center.

Water fl ows throughout JW Marriott Desert 
Ridge Resort & Spa, from spectacular 
swimming pools to wandering waterways 
that weave through the colorful grounds. 
The main pool features a free standing, 
immense waterfall crowned by fl ames which 
dance against the night sky. Families and 
free spirits alike enjoy fl oating along the 
resort’s Lazy River in this lush desert oasis.

From fi ne dining surrounded by romantic 
fi re pits, to casual poolside cuisine, a 
cornucopia of dining experiences is sure 
to please every palate at JW Marriott 
Desert Ridge Resort & Spa. Among the 
notable eateries is Roy’s Restaurant, Roy 
Yamaguchi’s Hawaiian Fusion Cuisine. 
Tuscany features authentic Italian comfort 
cuisine including handcrafted pastas 
and specialty pizzas in an inviting, warm 
atmosphere.

Blue Sage headlines the resort’s all-day 
dining with contemporary favorites 

and regional specialties. Blue Sage 
Marketplace offers gourmet sandwiches 
to go, while coffee lovers perk up at the 
resort’s Starbuck’s. Vista Lounge, with its 
magnifi cent fl oor-to-ceiling views, has 
indoor and outdoor patio seating with 
charming fi re pits – the perfect spot to sip a 
martini and enjoy fresh fi sh creations from 
the sushi bar while enjoying spectacular 
vistas of the McDowell Mountains. 

Meritage Steakhouse at Wildfi re Golf Club 
features bold wines and prime aged steaks for 
lunch and dinner. Healthy cuisine featuring 
organic ingredients can be enjoyed at the 
resort’s Spa Bistro. Room service is available 
24 hours a day for intimate, in-room dining.

With wireless access throughout the resort, 
JW Marriott Desert Ridge Resort & Spa 
offers the latest in technology and the two 
largest ballrooms in Arizona. The Grand 
Canyon and Grand Sonoran Ballrooms 
are located on the resort’s fi rst level that 
opens to a circular drive for easy access. 
The Saguaro Ballroom offers more than 
50,000 square feet of meeting and event 
space. More than 100,000 square feet 
provides lushly landscaped fl exible outdoor 
venues. For outdoor events with fl air, the 
resort’s botanical garden features blooming 
wildfl owers and colorful fl ora. Parties held 
here under the desert sun or stars are sure to 
be remembered long after the event comes 
to an end.

Whether the visit to the resort is for business 
or pleasure, the guest’s experience is always 
memorable. Going into its second decade, 
the JW Marriott Desert Ridge Resort & Spa 
has earned its place as an iconic destination 
in Phoenix and Scottsdale.

For more information about JW Marriott 
Desert Ridge Resort & Spa, visit www.
jwdesertridgeresort.com or call 480-293-
5000.
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