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©2012 Marriott International. Off er is valid through December 31, 2012. May not be combined with any other off ers, promotions or coupons. Tax and gratuity not included. Blackout dates may apply. Based on 
availability and rates subject to change. Free daily kids meals are for children 12 and under at Blue Sage restaurant only. Free daily appetizer or dessert with entree purchase at Meritage or Tuscany only. Daily unlimited 
golf is after 12 noon only for up to two per room, per paid night. 10% off  retail purchases at Marriott managed outlets only.

A celebration of their childhood. A return to yours.
Age is a number, but youth is forever. This summer celebrate your youth 
with a fl ing for the entire family at JW Marriott Desert Ridge Resort & Spa. 
Kids of all ages will enjoy four acres of water features including fi ve pools, 
our famous lazy river, and an 89-foot waterslide. You’ll also enjoy free meals 
for kids 12 and under, free unlimited golf, and a $50 daily resort credit.

FAMILY FLING & SWING SUMMER PACKAGE RATES FROM $149
PACKAGE INCLUDES A $50 DAILY RESORT CREDIT AND FREE DAILY
KIDS MEALS, APPETIZER OR DESSERT, UNLIMITED GOLF,
IN-ROOM WIFI, SELF PARKING AND RESORT FEE.
PACKAGE ALSO INCLUDES A 10% DISCOUNT ON RETAIL PURCHASES.

For reservations please call 800-835-6206 or visit familyfl ingandswing.com
and use rate code SPU when booking.

Like us at facebook.com/jwmarriottdesertridge
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MASSAGE ENVY SPA DESERT RIDGE
21001 N. Tatum Boulevard
Phoenix, AZ 85050
Located Between Kohl’s and DSW
(480) 585-1855

Receive the attention you deserve at a price you can afford 
at Massage Envy. Our professional Massage Therapists will work 
away your stress, leaving you completely relaxed. Add a facial 
and you will not only feel healthier, but look healthier too!

A 
RELAXING 
ESCAPE

THAT’S 
EASY TO
AFFORD $39*

Introductory 1-Hour 
Massage Session

$49*
Introductory 1-Hour 

Facial Session

OPEN 8AM to 10PM EVERYDAY http://www.massageenvy.com/clinics/AZ/Desert-Ridge.aspx

*One-hour session, which consists of a 50-minute massage and time for consultation and dressing. Prices subject to change. Rates and 
services may vary by location. Additional local taxes and fees may apply. ©Massage Envy Franchising, LLC.

Give the gift of wellness with a gift card from Massage Envy.
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Cashman Park is a neighborhood park within Desert Ridge that 
is owned and operated by the City of Phoenix.  Located where 

44th Street and Pathfinder meet, just south of Desert Trails Elementa-
ry, this park gives the City and surrounding Desert Ridge community 
acres of open fields and traditional park equipment.

Cashman Park was built years ago, when the Desert Ridge Communi-
ty was first constructed.  Although well kempt, the Park is showing its 
age.  Unlike, for example, Aviano and Fireside Parks, Cashman is not 
within a formal sub-association area and depends 
100% on City of Phoenix taxpayer money for its 
upkeep.  The City has not had the funds available to 
make many upgrades to the Park system and Cash-
man Park hasn’t had a true upgrade in 16 years.

The Desert Ridge Community Association views Cashman Park as 
an incredible resource available to all residents of Desert Ridge, and 
has researched the possibility of enhancing the Park through the 
City of Phoenix’s “Adopt-a-Park” program.  With the help of the 
Desert Ridge Parents Group, local developers, and members of the 
community at large, the Board created a Cashman Park Exploratory 
Committee.  This Committee oversaw communication with The 
McGough Group, a landscape architect, to draw preliminary plans  
of what the park can look like with creative vision.

The Committee worked to get input from various constituencies 
within the community to design a park that has features for mul-
tiple groups and interests.  The preliminary designs show upgraded 
ramadas, a multipurpose amphitheater, new playground structures, 
exercise stations, a walking trail and a splash pad fun park.  In addi-
tion, practical features such as xeriscape and landscaping to control 
water runoff and additional parking make this a responsible park for 
the community.

Members of the Desert Ridge Board met with the City of Phoenix 
Parks Board on January 26th to share the initial plans and ask permis-
sion to enter into formal negotiation with the City on this public/
private partnership.  The Parks Board approved this critical first step 
and now we want to ensure that upgrading this central Desert Ridge 

Park is done correctly.   A project of this size and breadth has never 
been done before between the City of Phoenix and a Community 
Association.

We feel that an upgrade to Cashman Park will increase the value of 
homes in Desert Ridge and will improve the Desert Ridge lifestyle 
with an amazing amenity.  Between approvals, construction time 
and Community Association budget, it may take a couple of years to 
phase in a completed project. Please note that the goal is to fund Park 

renovation with Reserve Funds and not through 
any increase in resident assessments.

In this initial development phase, abundant com-
munity input is critical. We have discussed the 
designs at the November 15th Evening Coffee 

Club, at Desert Ridge Board meetings and we’re setting up a meeting 
in late March to review the designs in Cashman Park itself.  However, 
we understand that some of us aren’t able to attend these meetings.   
We’re looking for feedback, and want you involved in this commu-
nity commitment.  Please feel free to contact the Board through our 
Community Association office at 480-551-4553, or at desertridge@
rossmar.com.

Please refer to page 6 for 
the Cashman Park Spring 

Picnic announcement.

Cashman Park Upgrade Planned
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Cashman Park Spring Picnic
The Desert Ridge Community Association Board of Directors 
would like to invite you to join them for a picnic in the park.

When
Saturday  n  March 24, 2012  n  11 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Where
Cashman Park

22222 N. 44th St., Phoenix, AZ 85050 (44th St. & Pathfinder Dr.)

The Board is planning to provide food and refreshments, family entertainment, 
and information regarding the Cashman Park upgrade project.  Please feel  

free to contact the Community Association office at 480-551-4553, or at  
desertridge@rossmar.com.

Have you seen our new website at www.
desertridgelifestyles.com? If not, we 

hope you’ll check it out soon and give us your 
feedback on what you’d like to see online.
Our community’s website is only in its very 
first phase and will continue to grow, con-
necting our community and providing  
members of the Desert Ridge Community 
Association with information and the  
opportunity to easily provide input.

The website is only one of many changes we’ve made this past year, 
here are some others you may have noticed:
n Off duty police patrol throughout Desert Ridge
n Holiday lighting at the intersection of Deer Valley Rd. and  

Tatum Blvd.
n Evening Coffee Club with councilman Jim Waring
n Expanded sponsorship of the 4th of July fireworks
n Proposed improvements to Cashman Park
The one thing that hasn’t changed is our Board’s commitment to 
living within our budget and avoiding any increase in Association 
fees.  We accomplished our goal again in 2011 and look forward  
to repeating our success in 2012.
On behalf of our entire Board, we’re thankful for your support  
and glad we can call you “neighbor.”

Doug Dickson 
President and Treasurer 
Desert Ridge Community Association
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From the President
New & exciting changes

Letter from the
Communication Chair

Kathy Crawford

Wow – did you know we have 
a star in our midst?  Well, we 

were thrilled to find Kenny Holland 
who is at Pinnacle High School and 
has already embarked on a music 
career.  Read the interview we did 
with him and find out about his life 
around Desert Ridge in this issue of 
Desert Ridge Lifestyles.
A lot has been going since our last 

issue.  We have attended a City of Phoenix Parks Board 
meeting and presented the conceptual upgrade plan for 
Cashman Park.  We have received approval from the 
Parks Board to continue the development of the Cashman 
Park improvements in conjunction with the Parks and 
Recreation Department.  The Cashman Park Exploratory 
Committee is working with the architect to develop costs 
for the upgrades.  The conceptual upgrade plan will be 
presented to residents for discussion and comments in 
future Desert Ridge events and meetings.
The City of Phoenix has also been conducting meet-
ings regarding the Black Mountain Blvd., extension of 
the SR51.  Our District 2 Councilman Jim Waring is 
attending these meetings as well.  Many questions have 
been raised and there are several issues for the City to 
research.  There are several websites to give you answers:    
www.blackmountainblvd.com as well as Councilman 
Waring’s email address which is council.district.2@phoe-
nix.gov.  You can also reach him at 602-262-7445.  He 
wants to hear from us so please don’t be shy!!!
With mixed feelings, we would like to report that Mona 
Brown is leaving our team for a new career opportunity.  
Mona, who has been part of our team for nearly four 
years, will be missed.  Please join us in thanking Mona 
for her contributions to Desert Ridge and wishing her the 
best in her new endeavor.  We are pleased to announce 
that Alyssia Saxton, a current member of our team, will 
be assuming this role as the new Lifestyles Coordinator at 
Desert Ridge.  We would like to congratulate Alyssia on 
her promotion to this new position.
 
Kathy Crawford 
Communication Chairperson 
Desert Ridge Community Association

DOUG DICKSON
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Be sure to submit your  
Architectural Request:
Are you painting, planting, installing/
improving or just replacing something 
outside of your home?
Remember to submit an Architectural 
Request Form for all exterior changes 
made to your lot prior to beginning con-
struction.  This includes simply painting 
or repainting the exterior of your home 
even if using the same colors, enhancing 
your landscape with new plants, replac-
ing existing plants, laying down pavers, 
adding a gazebo, etc.  

Did you know?
There are specific paint palettes for each 
neighborhood in Desert Ridge as well 
as specific plant lists for the front yard, 
private rear yard and visible rear yards.  
Certain requests require certain setbacks 
from property lines for your lot.  Be sure 
that you are making approved changes 
and/or renovations.

All forms can be submitted to the 
on-site Desert Ridge Community As-
sociation office.  Please refer to your 
Architectural & Community Guidelines 
booklet for forms, approved plant lists 
and setback requirements.  If a form, 
plant list or exterior paint colors are 
needed, please contact Valerie Oliver at 
480-551-4559 or voliver@rossmar.com.

PET OWNER  
RESPONSIBILITY
This is a reminder to pet owners who 
walk their pets in the common areas 
of our community; please pick up 
after your pet.

n Keep them on a leash so you can 
maintain control of your pet 
while using the common areas.

n Carry plastic bags or use waste 
stations strategically located 
throughout the community and 
clean up your pet’s waste.

n Don’t allow pets to run loose in 
the community.

We enjoy many amenities in our 
community, nice walkways, side-
walks and green areas.  It becomes 
very difficult to truly enjoy these if 
they are littered with pet waste and 
unpleasant odors.  

Please do your part and  
pick up after your pet.
Help keep Desert Ridge  
a great place to live.

For the neighborhood pet owners 
who follow the pet handling rules; 
thank you for your consideration, 
common sense and diligence in set-
ting a good example for others.

DESIGN REVIEW
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Coffee Club Schedule
There will be NO Coffee Club 
on Tuesday, March 13, 2012.
The next Coffee Club event will 
be announced soon!
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association news

By Officer Tim Mitten
Community Action Officer
Phoenix Police Department
Black Mountain Precinct

As an Arizona native, I had many 
opportunities to go out and enjoy 

the many recreational activities of the 
Arizona desert and the natural resourc-
es that are in abundance. The City of 
Phoenix has integrated the responsible 
preservation and use of these lands in 
many mountain preserves, hiking trails, 
recreational and city parks and has 
helped many neighborhoods and master 
planned communities have recreational 
land access built into them. The City of 
Phoenix Parks Department is respon-
sible for managing hiking trails and 
parks that are owned and operated by 
the City of Phoenix. 

The trails and parks owned and oper-
ated by the City of Phoenix are sepa-
rate from State Trust Land and have 
different rules. Hiking trails in the City 
of Phoenix are for pedestrians, bicycles 
and horses. There are no motorized 
vehicles allowed on any trails in city 
parks and dogs are required to be on a 
leash. Users are also required to stay on 
the trails and not go off into the open 
areas around the trails. Most trails and 
parks have these and any other spe-
cific uses posted at the entrances or in 
the parking lots if there is one. Please 

review them prior to using the trail sys-
tem. It is also very important to observe 
some basic safety rules like always tell 
someone where you went hiking, bring 
plenty of water, a cell phone, wear ap-
propriate clothes, hats, sun block and 
shoes for hiking and know your limita-
tions. For more information on using 
the City of Phoenix Parks go to www.
phoenix.gov/parks. 

Many master planned communities 
or neighborhoods have a trail system 
through their neighborhoods that are 
privately owned. Most have similar 
rules as to the hiking trails and do 
not allow motorized vehicles of any 
kind on them so a rider of a motor-
ized vehicle on a private trail could be 
cited for trespassing, even if they are a 
resident of that community. ATV and 
other off road vehicle riders need to 
be aware of the laws that govern their 
use to avoid any criminal charges. 
There are many open areas that these 
riders can go to so they can fully enjoy 
the ATV. For more information on 
places to ride go to www.azstateparks.
com/ohv. 

Much of the open land in and sur-
rounding the City of Phoenix is State 
Trust Land managed by the State of 
Arizona State Land Department. It is 
important to know that Arizona Trust 
Land is not public land. A recreation-
al permit is required to be on State 
Trust land that is designated as open 
for recreation and not all State Trust 
land is open for recreational purposes. 
The recreational permit allows you to 
hike, bike, horseback ride, bicycling, 
picnic, photography, bird watching, 
sightseeing, and camping (up to 14 
days per year).  It does not allow you 
to target shoot, paintball, air soft, 

recreational flying (ultra lights), fire-
works, sand railing, rock hopping or 
off road driving. There is limited bird 
hunting allowed on State Trust lands. 
There are many historic cultural or 
prehistoric ruins and archaeological 
sites in our State Trust lands which 
are not to be disturbed as well as re-
moving rocks, cacti, saguaro or cholla 
skeletons, plants or firewood. For more 
information on obtaining a permit 
or the use of State Trust lands, go to 
www.land.state.az.us. 

Proper use of our beautiful open spaces, 
desert environment and its resources 
is every Arizonans’ responsibility. We 
should all be able to enjoy these lands, 
both public and private property trails 
and parks together, without disturbance 
by those who wish to be irresponsible, 
act in a criminal manner and destroy 
our land or property. The West is this 
country’s last bastion of openness in 
the lower 48 and it is our responsibil-
ity to protect and preserve it as best 
as possible while allowing all citizens 
access to use it. I encourage everyone to 
remind themselves, their children and 
others of the proper use of trails, private 
property and open land.  

If anything of a criminal or suspicious 
nature is observed that you call the 
Phoenix Police Department at 602-
262-6151 or 911 in an emergency. 

Contact me at 602-495-5238 or at tim.
mitten@phoenix.gov for questions 
regarding this or any other issue. 

ATV’s and State Trust Lands
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This program was started on Decem-
ber 1, 2011 with the main focus 

to deter burglaries, thefts and stolen 
vehicles while also being a visible pres-
ence in the Desert Ridge community. 

Your Garage Door
Officers working in the community 
have noticed numerous open garages.  
We see anywhere from 12 to 15 open 
garages a day. We do stop and make 
contact with residents and inform them 
of the open garage.  Most were unaware 
that the garage door was open but some 
knew it was open. It only takes a thief 
less than a minute to walk up the drive-
way and into your open garage, taking 
bikes, golf clubs or any other valuable 
items left in the garage or in the car 
in the garage, such as purses, wallets, 
jewelry, checks, etc., or even worse, en-
ter your house if the door is unlocked. 
There were even a couple instances of 
unoccupied vehicles running while the 
resident was inside.  

Please make sure that garage doors are 
kept closed.  

This will show any potential thieves 
who may come into the area, that there 
are not any easy targets.

Neighborhood Crime
There is very good news to relay directly 
related to the work of the off duty patrol 
officers and the open communication 

from the established Block Watches.  It 
is known to many Desert Ridge residents 
that there has been several burglaries 
occurring since the late summer or early 
fall. In response to this, several neigh-
borhoods have gotten active and started 
a Block Watch or reinvigorated an old 
one and also started communicating 
with each other and also with me. 

As a result of this communication, a ve-
hicle that had been seen in the area of 
numerous burglaries but had left before 
we could arrive was seen by a watchful 
neighbor.  Due to this communication 
and some luck, the information on the 
vehicle and its last known location was 
instrumental in the Phoenix Police De-
partment apprehending the burglar in 
the act, including some assistance from 
the off duty officer from Desert Ridge. 

This person is being investigated for 
several burglaries and as of today has 
been charged with at least four more in 
addition to the charges from the arrest 
of that day.  All burglaries from the area 
are being thoroughly investigated but 
unless the evidence can connect this 
person to a particular burglary that case 
might never be cleared or the property 
recovered. We are doing everything we 
can to ensure this person is charged, 
convicted and ultimately sentenced 
to the maximum for these charges. 
We will not be releasing any names or 
photos since that might jeopardize any 
current investigations.   

Vacation Watches
If you are going to be away from your 
home for vacation or any other ex-
tended period of time or you are a 
winter visitor, officers can check your 
house on a random basis to see if it is 
secure. Please call the Black Mountain 

Precinct at 602-495-5002 and request 
a “vacation watch”. If you call after 
hours, please leave your name and 
contact number for the desk aide to 
return your call and to get the required 
information. 

We will check your home on a random 
basis; log when we were there and if we 
find something unusual, unsecured or 
broken, we will contact you or whom-
ever you designate as a contact.

In Conclusion
Keep in mind that more than likely, 
there is more than just one burglar 
working in the Desert Ridge area.  
While we are glad that we caught one 
there are many more out there, so we all 
must continue to be watchful of what 
is occurring in our neighborhoods. I 
will continue to update all the residents 
of the Desert Ridge community on all 
aspects of this new program in addition 
to the regular communication on other 
events or programs in the area. I look 
forward to continuing to improve the 
City of Phoenix’s neighborhoods so that 
we all may enjoy a great quality of life. 

If anyone wishes to contact me on this 
program, start a Block Watch or on any 
other issue, please feel free to contact 
me at tim.mitten@phoenix.gov or at 
602-495-5238. 

Please 911 for emergencies or Crime 
Stop at 602-262-6151, for non-
emergency assistance, to have officers 
dispatched out to their residence. 

Thank you!

Desert Ridge Off Duty Police Patrols

association news
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theMIM.org | 480.478.6000  |  Open Daily 
Corner of Tatum & Mayo Blvds., just south of Loop 101 in Phoenix

MU S I C AL  IN S TR UME NT  MU S E UM  
MIMphxMIMphxMIMphxMIMphx

Recognizing Arizona’s centennial in 2012, MIM celebrates music 
making–both past and present. Music and musical instrument 
makers of the last century are showcased in the I Am AZ Music 
exhibition. Additional centennial activities will be held throughout 
the year. Free with museum admission.

Exhibition Dates:  
February 18, 2012–January 6, 2013

Presented by

Sponsored in part by

NEW DATES
AND locATIoN
uPcoMINg boARD

MEETINgS
boARD MEETINgS ARE 

NoW hElD oN ThE 
4Th WEDNESDAy oF 
EAch MoNTh AND 

IN A NEW locATIoN 
AT cITyNoRTh!

n

Wednesday, February 22, 2012
Wednesday, March 28, 2012

n

All oPEN SESSIoN 
boARD MEETINgS

6:00 p.m.
CityCenter of CityNorth

5350 East high Street, Suite 109
phoenix, AZ 85054

ASSocIATIoN NEWS
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The Desert Ridge Community 
Association Nominating Com-

mittee is pleased to announce the 
2012 election for four (4) open seats 
on the Board of Directors.  The elec-
tion results will be announced during 
the Association’s Annual Meeting on 
Thursday, April 19, 2012.  However, 
there are several steps and events 
that will take place between now and 
then.  Here are a few key dates in 
2012, to keep in mind:

n March 9 – Board Candidate 
application forms due to the Associa-
tion’s office.

n March 18 – Candidate Meet & 
Greet at the Market on High Street 
(Farmer’s Market) 10 am to noon.

n April 12 – Mail-in ballots for elec-
tion of Board of Directors due from 
all members to the Association office.

n April 19 – 7:00 pm, Annual Meet-
ing and announcement of election 
results will be held at the JW Mar-
riott.

BOARD CANDIDATE  
QUALIFICATIONS

The qualifications established by the 
Desert Ridge Community Associa-
tion’s (“Association”) Declaration 
of Covenants, Conditions, Restric-
tions and Easements for Desert Ridge 
as recorded and amended (CC and 

R’s) and the Association’s Nominat-
ing Committee per Section 3.8 of 
the Association’s Bylaws for being 
nominated to serve on the Board are 
listed below.  Please review each item 
closely before submitting your Candi-
date Form for consideration.

ALL CANDIDATES MUST BE: 
As required per the CC and R’s, all 
items must be complied with through 
the election at the Annual Meeting:
n A confirmed owner of record in the 

Association or a representative of 
a confirmed owner of record in the 
Association.  If you are a representa-
tive of a confirmed owner of record 
you must provide a signed, notarized 
letter from the owner of record, ap-
pointing you as its’ representative.

n A member in good standing, with all 
assessments current (no more than 30 
days delinquent) and no outstanding 
violation of the CC and R’s.

n Not have member rights suspended 

by the Board of Directors for any vio-
lations of the Association’s governing 
documents.

n Not be involved in current litigation 
regarding compliance or dispute with 
Association’s governing documents.

n Commit to attend regularly sched-
uled board meetings (at least once 
a month), as well as the additional 
time that may be required in order to 
participate at the committee level.

Additional Qualifications Estab-
lished by the Association’s Nominat-
ing Committee:
n Strongly recommend attending the 

Candidate Meet & Greet at the 
Market on High Street (Farmer’s 
Market), Sunday, March 18, 10am to 
noon. 

n Must attend the Annual Meeting – 
7:00p.m., Thursday, April 19, 2012.

n Must attend the Organizational 
Meeting scheduled within 5 business 
days of the Annual Meeting.

n Must attend Board Member training, 
scheduled within 10 business days of 
the Annual Meeting. 

n Attendance at a Board of Direc-
tors Meeting, prior to the election, 
is strongly suggested.  Next meeting 
dates are Wednesday, February 22nd 
and Wednesday, March 28th.

Get Involved! Serve on the

Desert Ridge Community Association
Board of Directors

Please contact Alyssia Saxton, Lifestyles Coordinator, at the Desert Ridge Community Association 
office at 480-551-4553 or by email to asaxton@rossmar.com for more information.  

Thank you for your valued interest and participation in our community!

association news
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What does the Nominating  
Committee do?

The Nominating Committee’s primary 
function is to ensure that the com-
munity has well qualified candidates 
nominated from the Desert Ridge  
community to serve as Members of  
the Community Association Board  
of Directors.  

What does the Nominating Commit-
tee have planned for this year?

A Board candidate announcement was 
included in the Holiday 2011 issue 
of this Magazine. This issue contains 
the board candidate qualifications and 
email address for the application forms.  
A “Meet the Candidate” event at the 
CityNorth Market on High Street is 
scheduled for Sunday, March 18th so 
that members of the community can 
meet prospective Board Members.

How many positions are available this 
year and how long will my term be?

Out of the seven member seats on the 
Board of Directors, there are four seats  
on the Board of Directors that are 
available for election in 2012.  Direc-
tors are elected to serve two year terms. 
This year, one of the available seats 
is a result of a Director resignation in 
2011; this position will be elected for a 
one year term to complete the original 
unexpired two year term.  The remain-
ing three positions will serve two year 
terms. 

What is the process for running  
for a position on the Board?

Contact the Association office at:  
480-551-4553 or email to:  deser-
tridge@rossmar.com or stop by the  
Association office (20860 N. Tatum 

Blvd, Suite 360, Phoenix 85050) to 
pick up the application.

Return all application forms to the  
Association office no later than  
5 p.m. on Friday, March 9th.

In addition, candidates are strongly encour-
aged to attend the “Meet the Candidate” 
event on Sunday, March 18th. Candidates 
must attend  the Desert Ridge Community 
Association Annual Membership Meeting 
on Thursday, April 19th.

It is recommended to attend a Board 
meeting; Wednedays, February 22nd 
and March 28th.

What are the Directors’ responsibilities?
The Desert Ridge Community As-
sociation is an Arizona-chartered, 
nonprofit organization.  Directors are 
responsible for operating and main-
taining the “common area” property of 
the community, reviewing and approv-
ing all site plans and improvements 
within the community, and providing 
coordination and oversight of the Sub-
sidiary Associations. Luckily, we have 
a management company that handles 
most of the day-to-day operations.

What is the time commitment needed 
while serving on the Board?

The Board typically holds one Open 
Session and one Executive Session per 

Board Candidate FAQ’s

association news

continued on page 26
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school news

District Spelling  
Bee results
The PVschools District 
Spelling Bee was held Friday, 
Jan. 20.  The district winner 
was Ben Jackman from Gray-
hawk Elementary, correctly 
spelling the word mecha-
nistic. The runner up was 
Supriya Weiss from Sonoran 
Sky Elementary. Congratula-
tions to these top eight spell-
ers who will move on the 
the Region II Spelling Bee at 
Deer Valley School District 
on Thursday. Feb. 17:
Ben Jackman, 
Grayhawk, grade 6
Supriya Weiss, 
Sonoran Sky, grade 5 
Michael Vedder, 
Vista Verde Middle, grade 8

Samantha Sokol, 
Desert Trails, grade 6
Catie Morenzoni, 
Boulder Creek, grade 6
Derek Scott, 
Cactus View, grade 6
Prgna Karlapudi, 
Desert Cove, grade 4
Josh Colten, 
Sandpiper, grade 5

Arizona SCITECH 
Festival 
Jan. 25 - Mar. 14 
The Arizona Scitech Festi-
val showcases Arizona as a 
national leader in science, 
technology and innovation 
through a series of events 
taking place during the 
month of February 2012.

Spearheaded by the Arizona 
Technology Council Foun-

dation, in partnership with 
Arizona State University and 
Arizona Science Center, the 
Arizona SciTech Festival is 
a grass roots collaboration 
of over 200 organizations 
in industry, academia, arts, 
community and K-12, geared 
to excite and inform Arizo-
nans ages three to 103 about 
how science, technology and 
innovation will drive our 
state for the next 100  
years. For event details,  
visit azscitechfest.org

Thank you tax  
credit donors 
Our first year of online tax 
credit donation acceptance 
was a success, with a marked 
increase of donations 
through the convenient 
online site providing for 
credit card acceptance and 
up-to-the-deadline avail-
ability. Your donations will 
be used to enrich education 
for PVschools students by 
funding programs and ac-
tivities such as sports, visual 
and performing arts, field 
trips, character education 
and clubs. Remember to 
claim this credit when you 
complete your 2011 state 
tax forms.

pvONLINE 
2012 summer school 
is free for PVschools 
students
Registration for pvONLINE 
summer school is March 
5 – May 10 through Infinite 
Campus. the session begins 
June 4 and ends July 13.

Students must be able to take 
in-person final exam July 9 
- July 13 or July 16 and must 
log at least 112.5 hours per 
semester course.

For course selection, verify 
with transcripts in Infinite 
Campus and consult guid-
ance counselor as needed.

Registration is on a first 
come, first served basis  
with limited class sizes.

Traditional in-class sum-
mer school will also be held, 
with registration through 
the Community Education 
department.

Session 1: 
June 4 – June 21
Session 2: 
June 25 – July 13 
7:30 a.m. to 12 noon 
Mon. - Fri. 
The fee is $199. 
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OUR RESOURCES

The Internet Srikes Back
Ifirst became interested in Internet 

security when I found out my eleven-
year-old had a MySpace account and an 
email address.  I knew he was too young 
to understand the inherent issues of the 
Internet, but I did my best to explain it 
to him.  I realized I had to take a deep 

dive into Internet security if I was going 
to explain to him what the issues were.  
That was two-and-a half years ago.

The complexities of  
social networks 
Although still in its infancy, the Inter-
net has come a long way since the days 
of AOL and text-only chat rooms.  Now 
there is Facebook, Google, You Tube, 
and Twitter. These social and indexing 
networks function as a part of a larger 
global network to create more value for 
the consumer (think of these network 
systems as a type of ecosystem).  It is 
precisely here, in the cross pollina-
tion of content and disparate security 
standards where the consumer loses 
control over his or her privacy.  It is 
confusing I know, so here is a hypotheti-
cal example: Jane logs into Facebook 
and join a discussion already in prog-
ress.  She doesn’t know everyone in the 
discussion, but she knows most of them, 
so Jane jumps in. She quickly adds her 
own content including a link to a You 

Tube video, and an article from the 
Huffington Post.  She posts the content.  
What Jane doesn’t realize, however, is 
that one of the people in the discussion 
is a member of some political group, 
who decides to forward the post to her 
own private website, in Madrid. Since 

Madrid may not have many laws against 
doing this Jane can’t do much about 
it. Now every time someone Google’s 
Jane, there is her content – apparently 
the most Facebook-savvy member of 
“Group X.”  Although this example may 
seem extreme; it does well to underscore 
the complexities of social networks and 
the need to educate ourselves and our 
children. While most Americans un-
derstand the need for security; product 
design and ongoing policy shift make 
it difficult for consumers to protect 
themselves.

Moderation should  
be the standard
The first and most important step 
towards protecting yourself and family 
is to always avoid posting objection-
able content. In this case, moderation 
should be the standard for content and 
the key to managing any online event. 
Some experts go so far as to suggest 
moderation when discussing religious 
or political views online.  Consumers 

of Facebook, Twitter, or Google should 
always understand the site’s security 
policy and configuration before using 
any of its products. This is especially 
true of policies concerning content 
sharing (i.e., text, voice, pictures, and 
video). While moderation is used as a 
minimum standard to assuage acciden-
tal public exposure, other content is 
made for public consumption.

Publicly available information may 
include real estate, business financials, 
legal judgments, age, phone numbers, 
and email. Several websites including 
123people, Spokeo, and Jigsaw col-
lect your public information and sell it 
to anyone with access to a computer. 
Have you ever Googled yourself?  Try 
it.   The information you might find has 
always been there; but unlike today, you 
had to either hire a detective, or know 
how to get it for yourself.  The good 
news is that most of these sites have an 
opt-out policy, or you can hire a service 
to minimize your public exposer.  Obvi-
ously federal, state and local govern-
ment policy is outside the scope of this 
article, but the information is out there 
if you care to investigate. 

While the benefits of the Internet and 
social networking are well known; the 
consumer is not sure how to protect 
him or herself from it.  We did cover 
a lot but there is much more to un-
derstand.  I encourage everyone to ask 
questions, and to demand more user-
friendly products. 

What would you like to talk about? 
Please post your comments or questions 
here www.facebook.com/itcloudlink, or 
email me jcr@itcloulink.com

Facebook Security How-to: http://bit.
ly/wQfH1F
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DRL: We know that you go to Pinnacle 
High School, tell us about school.

KH: Spanish is my best subject.  I just 
have a knack for it. The toughest sub-
ject is Pre-Calc Honors; math is tough.  
I have a full load of classes, 7 periods. 

DRL: Do you perform in lots of school 
events and what have they been?

KH: I always participate in the Talent 
Show, Mr. Pinnacle Pageant, half-time 
shows.  I’ ve sung the National Anthem 
at a couple of assemblies.  I take every 
opportunity to sing or perform, that  
I can.

DRL: How old were you when you 
started your musical career and what 
made you realize you could go “all  
the way”?

KH: I started playing the piano at 8 years 
old.  The whole family sings together (5 
girls/ 1 boy, 2 parents) in my family.  I 
began to seriously think about singing in 
my freshman year.  I practice every day, 
playing and singing for about an hour.  
(His father reiterated that Kenny is 
always playing and singing at home)  

Singing is a huge passion of mine, (with 
a broad smile) and I am willing to do 
what it takes to make it!  I sing with 
friends sometimes, too.  He says he once 
sang to his sisters at a Mr. Pinnacle  
Pageant and that the crowd reaction  
was pretty good.  The crowd really  
liked the song.

DRL: So tell us about the fun stuff…your 
favorite place to eat in Desert Ridge?

KH: Islands Burger in Desert Ridge Mar-
ketPlace. I really like the, “Big Wave 
Burger with cheese and Endless Fries.   
It is a massive cheeseburger.  I get it  
well done.

DRL: What reality show would you want 
to be on and why?

Kenny Holland Interview
Desert Ridge has found a rising star in our community.  
He is Kenny Holland, a 4 year Desert Ridge resident, 
self-described Pop-Rock singer.  Kenny has just released 
a debut single entitled “SO WHAT”, that is available 
on iTunes and his Facebook page.  We contacted his 
parents and his agent (yes, he 
has an agent!!!!) and 
arranged the following 
interview about 
his journey to 
stardom while
growing up in 
Desert 
Ridge.

16
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KH: American Idol.  The reason is 
self-explanatory and it will broaden my 
horizons.  Maybe I can meet J-Lo, too. 
(yet another big smile from Kenny)

DRL: I need a good meal.  What can 
you cook for me?

KH: I just learned how to make steak 
on the grill.  (when pressed for some 
kind of side dish Kenny says) I can 
also slice up some strawberries, oh and 
grilled green beans; I can do that, too!  
(yeah, Kenny knows how to work the 
crowd.  DRL had to smile this time…)

DRL: Favorite cartoon?

KH: Fresh Prince of Bel-Air is my 
favorite TV show but Tom & Jerry, old 
school cartoon is a favorite.

DRL: Cool downtown apartment, beach 
house, cottage by the sea, house in the 
hills; which do you prefer and why?

KH: Beach house!  I love the beach.  It 

is a favorite vacation spot.  I went to 
Mission Beach and it was one of the 
“funnest” weeks of my life.  It was dur-
ing Spring Break.  There were friends 
and we had long boards (skateboards, 
not surfboards).

DRL: Favorite book?

KH: Not much of a reader but I enjoyed 
reading, A Child Called It, a biography.  
It was inspirational.   You never know 
what others have gone through; you 
can’t judge them for how they look or 
how they act, he says.

DRL: Favorite hero?

KH: My Uncle Kyle.  He is 5 years old-
er than me but he has taught me a lot.  
We hang out, play basketball together 
and he is always there for me.

DRL: One final question, what super-
power would you want to have?

KH: Food at the snap of my fingers – 

yeah, instant appearing food! (rubs his 
tummy and smiles again)  I like eating!

Kenny says he is neither a morn-
ing nor a night person; but likes to 
sleep.  When asked about where he 
would hide a giraffe, he commented 
that his closet has lots of room 
and a giraffe could not be found 
in there.  He has chores to do at 
home; like vacuuming.  Playing 
basketball is his favorite sport.  He 
is currently working on an album 
that is expected to be out around 
the end of April or maybe in May, 
in time for his birthday.  

Kenny flashes another big smile as 
he and his dad leave.  Kenny is very 
polite, well grounded, has a great 
attitude and is enjoying being 16.  
Fame has not gone to his head.  

So, what!

17
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OUR COMMUNITY

Now Is the Time To Join A Play Group!

dairy farm, the children’s museum or 
even learn how to make a pizza at a 
local restaurant), crafts for the kids, 
the Fall Festival and Spring Fling (big 
events for all the families that belong to 
DRPG at Cashman Park), clothing and 
toy swaps, and the list goes on and on.

No matter 
what lev-

el or handicap 
a golfer may 
have we all 
find ourselves 
in some type of 
trouble on the 
golf course. 

By getting out 
of our own way, 

we could lower our scores by using 
our heads. The key to any situation 
on the golf course is what we think 
and the preparation we take.

There are 3 priorities we should think 
of as an example when we find our-
selves faced with a course situation.

For example; we tee off, miss the fair-
way and land in a fairway bunker.

The priorities should be in this  
sequential order. 
#1. Getting Out
#2. Getting On
#3. Getting Close

Key to preparation
#1. (Getting out) tune into the process 

#2. (Getting on) picking a club that 
is comfortable and visualizes the ball 
is on a smooth surface allowing the 
body to feel confident in making the 
swing.

 #3. (Getting close) choose the 
right club. 
We make the 
mistake by not 
knowing what 
club to use to get 
it close.

Know your 
equipment, know 
your weakness, 
and know your 
strengths.

Thank you,

Gladys M. Lee LPGA
Head Coach Women’s Golf
Estrella Mountain Community  
College 

The MENTAL GAME

The weather is one of the reasons 
we live – and so many people 

visit – the Phoenix area in the spring.  
There’s baseball, golf, swimming pools, 
plus fabulous shopping and restaurants.  
So many of us enjoy, or even gloat to 
snowbound family members, that we 
are able to take our children outdoors 
to play in February.  There’s no need to 
bundle them up with scarves, mittens, 
boots, hats and coats, only to return 
after 10 minutes frozen to the bone.  It’s 
easy and fun here.

Connecting
It’s even more fun when you belong to 
a Desert Ridge Parents Group (DRPG) 
Play Group.  You meet families who 
have children the same age that you 
have; who have a great deal in common 
with you and who your child(ren) will 
most likely end up going to the same 
school or preschool.  As your children 
bond, you are more than likely bonding 
with another parent who is agonizing 
over potty training for the first time, or 
thumb sucking or toe walking or any 
number of trials or tribulations that 
parents go through.  

There is a wide variety of Play Groups 
that meet weekly, including infant 
play groups (Mommy bonding time) 
that are held in parents’ homes on a 
rotating basis; toddler and preschooler 
playgroups meet at various parks or oc-
casionally at the local library for Story 
Time.  If there’s not a playgroup that 
fits your child’s time or day require-
ments, many parents have started their 
own play group and others join in. Just 
post your preference on the group web-
site and soon, people start joining in. 
Before you know it, your child will be 
invited to birthday parties and you’ll 

be talking to the other parents about 
how you were able to get your child to 
bed without a fuss.

Join Up
If you’re interested in meeting a group 
of parents with children who live in 
your area, check out DRPGonline to 
join.  It’s only $30 a year for the entire 
family.  In addition to play groups, 
there are Mom’s and Dad’s Night Out, 
other family events (like a trip to a 

Gladys Lee LPGA 
Head Coach 

EMCC 
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What Cycle Is

In 2007, rare cancer patient, Jennifer 
Goodman Linn, held a small cycling 

event with a few friends at an Equinox 
club in New York City, hoping to raise 
$10,000 for research into rare cancers 
at Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer 
Center (MSK). Having been diagnosed 
with sarcoma, a soft tissue cancer a few 
years earlier, Jen 
and her husband, 
Dave, were sur-
prised to learn that 
research into rare 
cancers is often 
underfunded, leav-
ing patients with 
limited treatment 
options – even 
though they ac-
count for more 
than half of all 
cancer diagnoses 
and are well-rec-
ognized by name. 
In fact, leukemia, 
lymphoma, brain, 
pancreatic, ovarian 
and all pediatric 
cancers are consid-
ered rare forms of  
the disease.

What Cycle 
Does
What started out as 
a small event among 
friends quickly grew 
into a national 
movement called 
Cycle for Survival. 
In just five years, 
Cycle for Survival 
has raised more than 

$9 million to fund more than 25 clinical 
trials and research studies led by MSK. 
What sets Cycle apart is that within six 
months of the events, every dollar raised 
is allocated to research projects led by 
MSK. This means patients quickly see the 
benefits of donations in the form of new 
clinical trials and investigational treat-
ment options.

2012 Event
This year, Cycle 
for Survival will 
be held at Equinox 
clubs, the event’s 
Founding Spon-
sor, in six cities 
nationwide – New 
York City, Long 
Island, Washington 
DC, Chicago, San 
Francisco and Los 
Angeles.

Teams register to 
ride for a four hour 
shift, with a maxi-
mum of 8 riders per 
bike. Teams may 
register multiple 
bikes. The event 
also features com-
plimentary yoga 
classes, massage 
therapy and chil-
dren’s activities.

The Phoenix  
event will be 
held on Sunday, 
February 19, 2012 
at Mountainside 
Fitness, 3345 
South Val Vista 
Drive, Gilbert, AZ 
85296.

About Cycle for Survival

How To donate
Online

www.cyclearizona.org/
teamlinnspinners

www.cyclearizona.org
www.cycleforsurvival.org

By phone
888-72-CYCLE 

or 
646-227-2746

Monday - Friday
9 a.m to 5 p.m.

(Eastern Standard Time)

By fax
646-227-3535

By mail
Cycle for Survival

Memorial Sloan-Kettering 
Cancer Center 

633 Third Avenue
28th Floor

New York, NY  10017

ASSOCIATION
Desert Ridge Community
Association................................... 480.551.4300
After Hours Emergency............... 602.336.2700

PUBLIC SERVICES
Phoenix Water Department
M-F 7:30 a.m.-5 p.m..................... 602.262.6251
Weekends, Holidays, after 5 p.m..602.261.8000

Phoenix Police Department
Non-Emergency Crime Stop....... 602.262.6151
Phoenix Public Works
Trash/Recycling............................ 602.262.7251
Parks Forestry Department
Downed Trees in Right of Way... 602.262.9440
Malfunctioning Traffic Signals.. 602.262.6021

Streets/Street Sweeping.............. 602.262.6441

Southwest Gas
Customer Service......................... 602.861.1999

APS
24 hour line .................................. 602.371.7171
(Includes Street Light Outtage)

Cox Communications................. 623.594.1000

Qwest Communications............. 800.244.1111

Green Pools.................................. 602.506.6616
Maricopa County

SCHOOLS
Wildfire Elementary.................... 602.449.4300
Principal, Dr. Troy Bales
tbales@pvschools.net

Desert Trails Elementary............ 602.449.4100
Principal,  Mrs. Kristin Lee
klee@pbschools.net

Explorer Middle School.............. 602.449.4200
Principal, Mrs. Marianne Bursi
mbursi@pvschools.net

Pinnacle High School................. 602.449.4000
          Principal, Mr. Jason Reynolds

jreynolds@pvschools.net
Attendance Line

602.449.4001
Health Center
602.449.4003



“Those of you who drive that stretch of the road will soon see a change of name to Marriott Drive.”
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Those who have driven 
the short strip of road 

from Tatum to Deer Valley 
Road have maybe wondered 
how confusing it must be for 
those not familiar with the 
area to see that Pathfinder 
turns into Marriott Drive. 
In early 2010 some members 
of the Glen Eagle Board of 
Desert Ridge had an idea 

that a possible name change 
could benefit all involved - 
visitors, locals, and the JW 
Marriott. A team approach 
was discussed as the pos-
sible solution to the prob-
lem. The JW Marriott was 
approached on what their 
reaction would be and it 
was positive. After the JW 
Marriott was on board with 

Glen Eagle the next group 
was the Desert Ridge Com-
munity Association which 
passed a resolution stating 
their support for the change. 
We then contacted  our 
Councilman who became 
involved and provided his 
support. So when brought 
to the Phoenix City Coun-
cil there was absolutely no 

opposition. Those of you 
who drive that stretch of the 
road will soon see a change 
of name to Marriott Drive. 
Steve Hart, JW Marriott 
General Manager, has said 
that we would soon see addi-
tional enhancements added 
to that area.  

Thomas Rosella 
President Glen Eagle HOA 

From East Pathfinder to Marriott Drive
A story of teamwork

our community

Annual Holiday Lighting Contest Winners of 2011

Photos courtesy 
of Tina Dickson
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IN ThE DESERT RIDGE 

lIfESTYlES MAGAZINE.
To reserve your placement 

in the next issue, call 
480-551-4553.
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A Unique Farmers Market at CityCenter of  CityNorth®

•  Zip Line, rock climbing wall and  
bungee trampolines

• Horse rides and horseback lesson information

•  FREE face painting, balloon animals  
and crafts for kids

•  Fresh local fruits, vegetables, wines, pastries,  
breads, olive oils, herbs and flowers

•   Locally made jewelry, fine art and collectibles

•  Prize wheel with gift card and event ticket giveaways

Off  Loop 101 at 56th St. & Deer Valley Drive

CityCenterofCityNorth.com

CCofCityNorth

Sunday, 
February 19 

- 10am - 2pm -

The American Heart 
Association will be onsite 

to provide FREE education 
and blood pressure 

screenings.

CN Market Postcard_Feb.indd   1 2/1/12   3:19:55 PM

ouR coMMuNITy

As you have all noticed, currently 
there are homes being built in the 

Desert Ridge Community.  

Here is an update on this construction 
from Pulte, the builder of the Fireside 
Community:

We recently paved the last remaining 
subdivision in Fireside located at the 
southeast corner of Deer Valley Road 
and Black Mountain Parkway!  We 
released these home-sites for sale in late 

January while we work to complete the 
landscape and wall improvements.  This 
community continues to be a top per-
former for the Division and Company by 
selling and closing nearly 10 homes per 
month.  We currently have nearly 700 
rooftops and look forward to building 

out the community in the near future.

Fireside Elementary School is being 
built in the Fireside Community.  The 
Paradise Valley Unifi ed School District 
school is at the intersection of Mayo 
Boulevard and Lone Cactus.  The 
school, will open in fall 2012.     

oNgoINg coNSTRucTIoN IN DESERT RIDgE - uPDATE

clASSIfIED AD

Visually impaired, elderly gentle-
man, residing in glen Eagle area of 
Desert Ridge, needs help reading 
mail and for personal and offi ce 
tasks.  Prefer a high school student.  
Will work 3 hours, one or two times 
per week at my home, year round.  
$25 for each 3 hour session.  

Please call 480-473-7373 
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New York Voices 
Sat., Feb. 18 | 7 p.m. 
Sat., Feb. 18 | 9 p.m. 
Tickets: $40–$45 
This GRAMMY-winning vocal ensemble is renowned 
for over two decades of excellence in jazz and the art 
of group singing. Like the great groups that have come 
before, such as Manhattan Transfer and Lambert, Hen-
dricks and Ross, they have learned from the best and 
taken the art form to new levels. Rooted in jazz, they 
also infuse Brazilian, R & B, classical, and pop music 
with equal creativity and authenticity.  
Hiromi 
Sun., Feb. 19 | 6:30 p.m. 
Tickets: $30–$35 
Mesmerizing, audacious, and bedazzling are terms used 
to describe this dynamo of a performer. Her stunning 
dexterity, power, and command of the piano have 
made her a major jazz star in Europe and Japan. Ahmad 
Jamal calls her “the most impressive young pianist I’ve 
heard in twenty years.”  
Anubis Quartet 
Frid., Feb. 24 | 7 p.m. 
Tickets: $25–$30 
Formed in 2007, the Anubis Quartet is a bold next-
generation saxophone ensemble committed to the 
creation, progression, and performance of new music. 
The group has quickly gained regard as one of North 
America’s major contemporary saxophone ensembles, 
and they regularly commission and premiere works by 
living composers.  
Amy Hanaiali’i and Jeff Peterson 
Sat., Feb. 25 | 7 p.m. 
Tickets: $32–$36 
Don’t miss this rare and intimate duo performance 
featuring GRAMMY winners Amy Hanaiali’i, Hawaii’s 
top-selling female vocalist, and Jeff Peterson, master of 
the slack-key guitar.  
MIM Musical Interludes, featuring Arizona 
State University School of Music: ASU Jazz 
Combos 
Wed., Feb. 29 | 10:30 a.m. and 1 p.m. 
Tickets: Free (no museum admission required) 
Come along with the ASU Jazz Combos as they travel 
the world with music from New Orleans, Greenwich 
Village, Cuba, and points beyond. 
Seating is limited and offered on a first-come, first-seated basis.  
Paquito D’Rivera with the Brasil Guitar Duo 
Fri., March 9 | 7 p.m. | 9 p.m. 
Tickets: $40–$45 
Latin jazz legend, composer, and nine-time GRAMMY 
winner Paquito D’Rivera teams up with outstanding 
young guitar sensations Joao Luiz and Douglas Lora for 
a special night of musical fireworks.  
Coyote Jump: A Canyon Records  
60th Anniversary Concert 
Sat., March 10 | 7 p.m. 
Tickets: $25–$30 
Consisting of composer and multi-instrumentalist 

Colin Farish, Native American flutist John-Carlos 
Perea, violinist Savannah Lack, and percussionist Will 
Clipman, Coyote Jump sculpts a musical tribute to 
Native America with the sound of the cedar flute at its 
core. Inspired by traditions of indigenous knowledge, 
their music is unfathomably mysterious, ever changing, 
and heartbreakingly beautiful.   
MIM Musical Interludes, featuring University 
of Arizona School of Music: “Heavy Metal Mu-
sic”– Kelly Thomas, tuba and euphonium 
Mon., March 12 | 1 p.m. 
Tickets: Free (no museum admission required) 
Thomas delivers a program of “heavy metal” works for 
tuba and euphonium that celebrates the historical, the 
contemporary, the interpretive, and the downright jazzy. 
Seating is limited and offered on a first-come, first-seated basis.  
John Doyle, Karan Casey, & John Williams 
Sat., March 17 | 2:30 p.m. | 7 p.m. 
Tickets: $32–$36 
Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day with three superstars of 
Irish music! John Doyle (guitar), Karan Casey (vocals), 
and John Williams (accordion/concertina), all found-
ing members of the legendary group Solas, will come 
together for one special weekend engagement.  
Toots Thielemans 
Thurs., March 22 | 7 p.m. 
Tickets: $40–$45 
Belgian-born jazz master Toots Thielemans has per-
formed with musical giants ranging from Ella Fitzgerald 
to Paul Simon. His signature harmonica sound and 
innovative covers of pop and jazz standards delight 
audiences with their artistry and beauty. Quincy Jones 
calls him “one of the greatest musicians of our time.” 
Thielemans will be accompanied by GRAMMY-nomi-
nated pianist Kenny Werner.  
Suzy Bogguss 
Fri., March 23 | 7 p.m. 
Tickets: $35–$45 
GRAMMY-winner Suzy Bogguss is no stranger to the 
top echelons of country music. She has cracked the 
Top 5 list eight times, with ingenuity and integrity 
as the hallmarks of a musical career that spans two 
decades, thirteen studio albums, and countless miles 
on the road.  
Amelia Piano Trio 
Sat., March 24 | 7 p.m. 
Tickets: $32–$36 
Known for their charismatic and extroverted perfor-
mances, the Amelia Piano Trio has become known 
as one of the great young chamber ensembles. The 
program will include works by Rachmaninov, Shosta-
kovich and Dvo’ák.  
MIM Musical Interludes, featuring Arizona 
State University School of Music: 
German Music for Winds and Piano 
Wed., March 28 | 10:30 a.m. and 1 p.m. 
Tickets: Free (no museum admission required) 
ASU’s Wind and Collaborative Piano Studios will 
perform duo and chamber repertoire. 
Seating is limited and offered on a first-come, first-seated basis. 

Alpin Hong 
Fri., March 30 | 7 p.m. 
Tickets: $30–$35 
Pianist Alpin Hong’s combination of stunning tech-
nique, emotional range, and rare humor continues to 
bring audiences young and old to their feet. Called “a 
pianistic firebrand” (New York Times), Hong blends 
virtuosity with a hip youth-culture sensibility for a 
truly inspiring concert experience.  
Nakai, Eaton, and Clipman: A Canyon  
Records 60th Anniversary Concert 
Sat., March 31 | 7 p.m. 
Tickets: $35–$40 
Native American flutist R. Carlos Nakai is joined by 
guitarist William Eaton and percussionist William 
Clipman, as well as other longtime musical friends, in 
this celebration of Nakai’s and Canyon Records’ thirty-
year partnership.  
Arizona Chamber Orchestra Season Finale 
Sat., April 14 | 7 p.m. 
Tickets: $30 
The Arizona Chamber Orchestra rounds out its second 
season with the lush Serenade for Strings by Tchai-
kovsky and the Holberg Suite by Grieg in a program 
showcasing some of the finest string musicians in the 
region.  
MIM Musical Interludes, featuring University 
of Arizona School of Music: CrossTalk and the 
World Music Gang 
Mon., April 16 | 1 p.m. 
Tickets: Free (no museum admission required) 
These two groups combine ancient and modern drum-
ming to create an innovative force of nature. 
Seating is limited and offered on a first-come, first-seated basis.  
MIM Presents: 35th Annual Paradise Valley 
Jazz Party 
Sat., April 21 | Noon–11 p.m. 
Sun., April 22 | Noon–7 p.m. 
Tickets: $195 (All-Weekend Pass);
single-session tickets priced separately at theMIM.org 
With more than twenty top artists sharing the stage 
over two days at MIM, this “jam session” extravaganza 
is the hottest ticket in town.  
MIM Musical Interludes, featuring Arizona 
State University School of Music: 
ASU Contemporary Percussion Ensemble 
Wed., April 25 | 10:30 a.m. and 1 p.m. 
Tickets: Free (no museum admission required) 
Presenting a program of works written by American 
innovator and provocateur John Cage. 
Seating is limited and offered on a first-come, first-seated basis.  
MIM Musical Interludes, featuring Arizona 
State University School of Music: “Picture 
Rachmaninoff” – Stephen Cook, piano 
Mon., April 30 | 1 p.m. 
Tickets: Free (no museum admission required) 
Paul Harvey Jr.’s new play combines the thrilling piano 
music of Sergei Rachmaninoff with beautiful paintings 
and evocative poetry. 
Seating is limited and offered on a first-come, first-seated basis. 

MIM 2012 THEATER CONCERT SCHEDUESeason Highlights
Purchase tickets online at www.theMIM.org, in person at MIM, or by calling the MIM Ticket Office at 480.478.6000.

For the most updated event information, please visit our website at www.theMIM.org.  
Musical Instrument Museum Music Theater, 4725 E. Mayo Blvd., Phoenix, AZ 85050

culture & arts
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For more information about the Heard exhibits, events and retail venues, visit heard.org or call 602.248.8848.

MEDIA CONTACTS: Alan DiPerna, 602.251.0283, adiperna@heard.org
                                 Debra Krol, 602.251.0218, dkrol@heard.org

culture & arts

This season, the Heard Museum of 
Native Cultures and Art will turn the 
spotlight on an American icon. Geron-
imo, the famed Apache leader, will be 
the subject of a groundbreaking new 
exhibit that will explore the man and 
the mythology that has grown around 
him. Beyond Geronimo: The Apache 
Experience opens February 11, 2012, 
just in time for the Arizona Centen-
nial, and is sure to be a much-discussed 
exhibit. 

Also, learn more about Arizona’s of-
ficial neckwear, the bolo tie, in the 
exhibit Native American Bolo Ties: 
Vintage and Contemporary Artistry. 
Also known as the bola tie, the distinc-
tive alternative to the traditional tie 
has become a mainstay of the Ameri-
can Indian jewelry genre. The bolo 
tie is growing again in popularity, and 
students of both popular culture and 
Western Americana will enjoy seeing 
the collection and bringing home the 
companion book. Bolo Ties opens No-
vember 19, 2011, and will be on display 
through September 3, 2012. 

Two exhibits opening in spring 2012 
feature more traditional Indian artists 
and art. Namingha Family Paintings 
and Sculpture, opening February 25, 
2012, showcases the generational art of 
three Hopi men: father Dan Namingha 
and sons Arlo and Michael Namingha. 
Elegance from Earth: Hopi Pottery ex-
plores how Hopi pottery families keep 
alive their culture and artistic expres-
sions over time. This exhibit opens 
March 24, 2012. 

Don’t miss several continuing exhib-
its featuring everything from Navajo 
textiles and artists’ expressions of their 
traditional tribal ceremonies to a one-
woman sculpture show. And one of the 
Heard’s most popular and evocative 
exhibits, Remembering Our Indian 
School Days: The Boarding School Ex-
perience, is entering its final year at the 
Heard. This exhibit details the tragic 
era when Indian children as young as 
4 were removed from their homes and 
forced into faraway boarding schools in 
order to “kill the Indian and save the 
man.” Many who tour this exhibit come 
away in tears, while others are shocked 
to learn about this disgraceful practice. 

The Heard is also known for its fes-
tivals, and this season is no different. 
Specialized marketplaces give collectors 
a chance to indulge in their favorite 
artists, while the Heard Museum Guild 
Indian Fair & Market, the second-larg-
est Indian market in the U.S., contin-
ues building upon more than 50 years of 
success. And of course, February brings 
one of Indian Country’s most unique 
sporting events, the Heard Museum 
World Championship Hoop Dance 
Contest.

The Heard Museum Shop is also debut-
ing a new show, Indigenous Visions. 
Come on the third Saturday of each 
month from October 2011 through 
April 2012 to meet and discuss art 
with some of Indian Country’s most 
acclaimed artists, including Navajo art-
ists Jesse Monongye, Oreland Joe and 
Johnson Yazzie .  

About the Heard
Since 1929, the Heard Museum, a 
private non-profit organization, has 
enchanted visitors from around the 
world with the art, culture and history 
of American Indians, with an emphasis 
on tribes of the Southwest. 

2011-2012 Season
With more than 40,000 fine artworks 
and cultural artifacts in its permanent 
collection, 11 long-term and chang-
ing exhibit galleries, an education 
center, an award-winning Shop, the 
Books & More boutique bookstore, 
Coffee Cantina and Courtyard Café, 
the Heard Museum is a place of 
learning, discovery and unforgettable 
experiences. In addition to its flagship 
Phoenix location, the Heard Museum 
also operates a community museum in 
North Scottsdale.  These and many 
more exhibits and events are in store 
for visitors at the Heard this season. 

For more information about the Heard 
exhibits, events and retail venues, visit 
heard.org or call 602.248.8848.
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The City of Phoenix would like to 
thank the community for their in-

put and interest in the effort to study a 
transportation connection between the 
SR 51 / Loop 101 interchange and Cave 
Creek Road. This study will evaluate 
engineering and environmental aspects 
of a proposed transportation corridor 
connecting SR 51 to Cave Creek Road.

The Regional Transportation Plan 
Arterial Streets Life Cycle Program 

includes 
funding for 
the portion of 
Black Moun-
tain Boulevard 
from SR 51 to 
Deer Valley 

Road. The portion of Black Mountain 
Boulevard from Deer Valley Road to 
Cave Creek Road is unfunded and is 
expected to be built by development as 
it occurs in the future.

Currently, we have met with five home-
owner’s associations including Desert 
Ridge Community Association, Aviano, 
Wildcat Ridge, Fireside and Tatum 
Highlands. In addition, we have met 
with the Desert View Village Planning 
Committee, local agencies, and a stake-
holders group. Finally, we have held 
two formal public meetings as a part of 
the federal funding requirements. We 
have received and continue to receive 
valuable input to help guide the project 
team towards developing alternatives to 

bring back to the public in late March 
2012. At the March public workshops, 
we will summarize the study data col-
lected and present various preliminary 
alternative alignments for consider-
ation. We will look for additional input 
based on the alternative alignments to 
help refine the concepts and ultimately 
move ahead with one preferred align-
ment or a no-build option later this fall.

Please visit the project website at www.
blackmountainblvd.com to provide 
your input, review the information 
from past meetings, and watch for the 
upcoming March workshop schedule. 
You may also call the project hotline at 
(602) 297-5203. Thank you again for 
your interest in this project.

Black Mountain Boulevard
SR 51 / Loop 101 Interchange to Cave Creek Road

After 
managing 

through a more 
than $330 

million deficit over the last two years, 
Phoenix officials are projecting no 
deficit for the upcoming fiscal year.  

“Revenues are improving and the city  
is successfully managing its expenses,” 
said Mayor Greg Stanton. “Our city is 
not projecting a deficit for 2012-13,  
and I am cautiously optimistic about 
this budget outlook,” he said.

Over the past two years, the city over-
came a $277 million deficit in fiscal  
year 2010-11 and a $59 million  
deficit in 2011-12.  

Many factors have contributed to the 
city’s financial stability, including:

n Innovation and Efficiency savings of 
more than $40 million by streamlin-
ing the organization and reducing 

the workforce by 2,500 positions, 
resulting in the smallest number of 
employees per capita in 40 years (10.3 
employees per 1,000 residents). 

n Maintaining the city’s AAA bond  
rating despite the economic down-
turn, allowing the city to use its good 
credit to refinance debt, saving more 
than $44 million in General Fund 
debt service payments. 

n Increasing the contingency, or rainy 
day fund, to the highest level in the 
city’s history, with nearly $36 million, 
or 3.4% of the city’s General Fund 
operating budget. 

n Maintaining the property tax rate  
at $1.82, resulting in a savings for 
Phoenix residents of $121 million 
over three years. 

n Consolidating departments and func-
tions of the city, such as combining 
the Planning,  Development Services 
and Historic Preservation depart-
ments into one department – the 
Planning and Development Depart-
ment. 

n Reducing management layers and 
increasing the span of control ratio 
from 1 manager for every 5.3 employ-
ees to 1 for every 8 employees. 

Residents will be able to provide input 
on the budget during one of the 15 
public meetings that will be conducted 
throughout the city in April. Visit 
phoenix.gov/budget for more details.

Want to get the latest city news? Like us  
at facebook.com/cityofphoenix.
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CityCenter of CityNorth 
is pleased to announce 

the opening of Almond Tree 
Wedding Boutique at High 
Street on February 1. The 
shop features a tremendous 
selection of new and con-
signed designer wedding 
gowns, jewelry and acces-
sories. 

Almond Tree Wedding 
Boutique will occupy more 
than 6,000 square feet as 
the largest retail tenant on 
High Street. The boutique, 
which is relocating from a 
warehouse storefront location 
at Cave Creek and the Loop 

101, will triple in size to meet 
the demands of its growing 
clientele. Brides will enjoy 
shopping from more than 600 
exquisite gowns that are stun-
ning, yet affordable, at the 
new High Street location. 

“We are delighted that Al-
mond Tree Wedding Bou-
tique chose to expand into 
this beautiful new location 
on High Street,” said Leslie 
Himley, Marketing Director 
for CityCenter of CityNorth. 
“Its quality and quantity of 
inventory, caliber of service 
and affordability will greatly 
benefit North Valley brides.”

The boutique has experi-
enced 65 percent growth 
year-over-year since it opened 
in January 2010. With a 
larger space on High Street, 
Almond Tree will serve up 
to five brides at once, with 
personal one-on-one service. 
The boutique will continue 
to offer on-site alterations, 
gown customization services 
and accessories such as veils 
and jewelry to its growing 
clientele.

“We are thrilled to be part 
of CityCenter of CityNorth 
and love the North Central 
Phoenix location,” said Pam 
Hardy, Fashion Director and 
co-owner of Almond Tree 
Wedding Boutique. “Our lux-
urious, expanded showroom 
will allow even more brides 
to find their perfect dress 
among hundreds of wedding 
gowns at half off regular retail 
pricing.”

“Our growth has been as-
tounding since we opened in 
2010,” added Hardy. “Given 

the economic environment, 
it is understandable that 
our business model fits with 
today’s budget-minded brides, 
eager to find the perfect dress 
for their special day.”

Shop hours at the new 
location at CityCenter of 
CityNorth will be Monday 
through Saturday from 10 
a.m. to 8 p.m.  Fittings and 
alterations are by appoint-
ment only to ensure the high-
est level of personal service. 
For more information or to 
make an appointment with a 
wedding gown professional, 
visit www.almondtreewed-
dings.com or call 602-606-
9565 today.  

“Almond Tree Wedding Bou-
tique’s afternoon and evening 
hours will allow clients to 
enjoy our popular restaurants 
before and after appoint-
ments and turn gown shop-
ping on High Street into an 
event the entire bridal party 
will cherish,” Himley added.

New openings

Almond Tree Wedding Boutique Now Open
Leslie Himley, Marketing Director, CityCenter of CityNorth, (480) 319-8700, LHimley@RedDevelopment.com

25



Desert Ridge Lifestyles Winter 201226

RESTAuRANT REVIEW

Board Candidate FAQ’s
continued from page 13

month, which takes approximately 3 
hours, combined.  Sometimes there 
are ad-hoc meetings called, but that 
is more the exception than the rule.  
Depending on which committee you 
would like to be involved with, an 
additional 1-2 hours per week may 
be required.  Typically, the time 
commitment averages about 8 hours 
a month.

When and where are the Board 
of Directors Meetings?

The meeting schedule is actually cre-
ated by the Board of Directors.  Our 
current meeting schedule is the 4th 
Wednesday of each month at 6:00 
p.m., at CityCenter of CityNorth, 
5350 E. High Street, Suite 109, 
Phoenix 85054.

Do you incur personal liability 
by serving on the Board?

Generally, as long as a Director acts 
in good faith with the best interests of 
the community fi rst, doesn’t break any 
laws, or have any personal benefi t, the 
Association indemnifi es the Directors.  
The Association’s Articles of Incorpora-
tion provide the most comprehensive 
explanation of liability.  Please read and 
understand them fully for yourself.  The 
Articles of Incorporation can be found 
on RossmarConnect, the community 
information website, or the CD mailed 
to all Owners in August 2011.

how does the election actually work?
There is a one vote per lot for each 
available position on the board.  A 
qualifi ed Owner will be able to cast 
one vote for up to 4 candidates.
Do developers and commercial 
entities get to vote?

Yes, qualifi ed developers and commer-
cial entities get to vote.  The Desert 
Ridge Board is not a Homeowners 
Association, it is a Community As-
sociation.  One of the great things 
about Desert Ridge is that it is still a 
relatively young development, and 
only about 30% of the total lots have 
homes built on them.  Since the vot-
ing is determined per lot, there is still 
signifi cant involvement by private and 
commercial developers and the Master 
Developer.  The Master Developer 
actually casts votes for all land held by 
the Arizona State Land Dept.

Tips for people who are running:
Get out there and talk to your neigh-
bors - ask them what their concerns 
are for the community.  Let them 
know you’re running.  Candidates 
may speak with developers as well as 
the commercial interests.  And thank 
you for getting involved!

The café at MIM
4 1/2 ouT oF 5 STARS

4725 E. Mayo blvd., Phoenix, AZ 85050
(480) 478-6000

When thinking about great restau-
rants in Desert Ridge, you might 

overlook the small Café located within 
the Musical Instrument Museum or 
“MIM”. One visit to this Bon Appétit 
Management Company operated facility 
and we think you’ll change your mind.

Located in a light-fi lled space over-
looking the museum’s entry courtyard 
and signature sculpture, the Café at 
MIM serves an inventive menu of great-
tasting foods prepared from scratch, us-
ing fresh local ingredients. The Café at 
MIM offers a menu that changes daily.  

Daily food selections can be viewed on-
line at www.cafebonappetit.com where 
you will also fi nd information about nu-
trition, food choices and sustainability. 

Stations feature global cuisine, local 
and regional dishes, hand-tossed pizzas, 
grilled specialties, freshly made soups and 
salads, and delicious desserts. The casual 
self-serve environment provides a unique 
museum dining experience, boasting 
dishes alive with fl avor and nutrition. 
The Café also offers vegetarian, vegan, 
international, and kid-friendly options, 
appealing to a wide variety of tastes.

Taking its role in the community 
seriously, Bon Appétit makes socially 
responsible purchasing decisions and 
uses local, organic produce whenever 
possible. In an extension of the world-
view exhibited throughout the m useum’s 

galleries, the 
Café at MIM 
takes a com-
prehensive 
view of wellness, believing that environ-
ment, community, and a creative menu 
can work together to support each other 
and contribute to the well-being and 
enjoyment of their guests.

If you’re looking for healthy food and 
an easy way to support sustainability, 
the Café at the MIM is a sure bet. 

MiM Café and Coffee Shop hours
Daily 11:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m.

For those seeking a quick pick-me-up, 
the Coffee Shop at MIM is open during 
all regular museum hours. It is located 
within the Café, and features coffee 
and daily pastry selections.

DELICIOUS
RESTAURANTS   

IN THE  
DESERT   

RIDGE AREA 

DININg & ENTERTAINMENT
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DESERT RIDGE MARKETPLACE
BJ’S RESTAURANT 
AND BREWhoUSE ......................480.538.0555
Serving Chicago-style pizza with generously 
portioned salads, sandwiches, soups, 
entrées & desserts.
cAlIfoRNIA PIZZA 
KITchEN ....................................480.473.3336
Hearth-baked pizzas, made-to-order pasta, 
creative salads & delicious desserts.
colD SToNE cREAMERY ...........480.585.7952
Select your favorite ice cream fl avors & 
mix-ins to be prepared right before your eyes.
DAvE AND BUSTER’S ...................480.538.8956
The ultimate group entertainment destination 
with the best games, food, drinks, billiards, 
bowling, music, & video all under one roof!
EINSTEIN BRoS. BAGElS .............480.585.3920
Muffi ns, desserts, sandwiches, fresh 
salads & of course, great bagels.
fATBURGER ................................480.419.1822
World famous high quality made-to-order 
burgers, fries, shakes, chili & more.
IN-N-oUT BURGER ......................480.563.9021
Quality you can taste - classic made burgers, 
hand-diced french fries & creamy shakes.
ISlANDS fINE BURGERS & 
DRINKS.......................................480.513.7231
Gourmet burgers, Island fries, chicken 
sandwiches & fresh salads served in 
a casual, tropical atmosphere.
ThE KEG STEAKhoUSE & BAR.....480.419.7772
Sumptuous steaks served in a friendly, 
casual atmosphere. A great spot to 
meet friends for a drink.
KEvA JUIcE ................................480.342.8804
Nutritious, delicious smoothies featuring the 
fi nest fruits & juices. Taste the Blendsation!
MAcARoNI GRIll ......................480.538.8755
More than 35 Italian specialties prepared in 
an exhibition kitchen.  Recipes are made 
with the fi nest ingredients such as imported 
artisan pastas, vine-ripened tomatoes, colorful 
vegetables, extra virgin olive oil,fresh lemons, 
select seafood, grilled meats and fresh,fragrant 
Italian herbs. Life is delicious.
MIMI’S cAfÉ...............................480.419.5006
Classic, made-from-scratch American dishes 
served in a friendly, French New Orleans-
atmosphere.
PANDA EXPRESS .........................480.502.8399
High-quality Chinese food at a very 
reasonable price.
PARADISE BAKERY & cAfÉ .........480.538.8406
Freshly-baked cookies & muffi ns, soups & 
made-to-order gourmet sandwiches.

PoRT of SUBS/
SMooThIE KING ........................480.502.7962
Made-to-order subs & refreshing smoothies.
RocK BoTToM BREWERY ..........480.513.9125
A casual dining experience featuring 
handcrafted beers brewed on premise 
& an innovative menu. Good Friends, 
Great Food, Great Beer.
RocKY MoUNTAIN 
chocolATE fAcToRY ..............480.342.9993
Hand-dipped chocolates & assorted candies.
Packaged coffees, cocoas & more.
RUBIo’S fRESh 
MEXIcAN GRIll .........................480.473.9225
The original fi sh taco plus grilled steak, 
charbroiled chicken, sauteed shrimp, 
carnitas & more.
SANDBAR MEXIcAN GRIll.........480.585.5900
Known for its spicy Mexican menu and 
array of tropical drinks and ice cold cervezas.
SAN fElIPES cANTINA ................ 480.515.BEER
Coastal Mexican food with an attitude 
served up alongside a nightlife atmosphere 
that provides customers a “Local Spring 
Break” with every visit.
SlIcES ........................................480.513.1861
Choose from a selection of pizzas already 
prepared with a crispy crust and any 
number of topping combinations, 
at affordable prices.
STARBUcKS coffEE ...................480.502.4761
High quality roasted whole bean coffees & 
fresh, rich, Italian-style espresso beverages.
SWEET ToMAToES ......................480.473.3233
Offering an all you care to eat dining experi-
ence featuring fresh cut produce, specially pre-
pared salads, hearty made from scratch soups, 
original recipe hot pasta dishes and more.
T.G.I. fRIDAY’S ............................480.538.1945
Home of American favorites like loaded potato 
skins, buffalo wings, burgers, salads & more.
WolflEY’S .................................480.515.2424
Wolfl ey’s Neighborhood Grill is a place you can 
count on for quality food, value pricing 
and personalized service.
YARD hoUSE ..............................480.563.9273
Great food, Classic Rock and the 
World’s Largest Selection of Draft Beer.

CITYCENTER OF CITYNORTH
BlUE MARTINI loUNGE
480.638.BlUE | bluemartinilounge.com
Upscale, casual martini lounge featuring 25 
superior martinis, tapas and live entertainment 
nightly. 

KoNA GRIll ............................... 480.289.5707
konagrill.com

Casual elegance and an eclectic menu of dishes 
ranging from pasta and pizza to sushi. 
MoJo YoGURT .......................... 480.585.0339

mojoyogurt.com
Unites hip and frozen yogurt culture with an 
unpretentious, left-coast style of the self-serve 
variety. 
ocEAN PRIME ............................ 480.347.1313

ocean-prime.com
A Cameron Mitchell Restaurant featuring 
prime seafood, hand-crafted cocktails, world-
class wines and live music every night. 
PRESS coffEE fooD WINE ........ 480.419.6221

presscoffeefoodwine.com
Colorful and inviting-a great place to enjoy 
coffee, sandwiches, salad, smoothies and wine. 

WEST OF TATUM
ENTREES To Go .......................... 480.620.7260

www.entreestogo.com
Cook like the chefs on TV.  Prepare 12 entrees 
in under 2 hours. 16 new entrees every month.  
Assembly & delivery service available.
hUMBlE PIE 480.502.2121
Featuring a medley of starters, salads, pastas, 
sandwiches, and pizzas with fresh ingredients 
and a crust to crave. 
PITA JUNGlE ...............................480-473-2321

www.pitajungle.com
An eclectic blend of fresh ingredients, creative   
energy, and good times. Take your family or 
meet your friends and discover the art of eating 
healthy.  
Tryst café ...................................480-585-7978

www.trystcafe.com
Breakfast and lunch featuring natural, 
organic or locally grown produce and meat. 
Full bar, serving organic spirits, all in a 
contemporary, relaxed environment.
Dine in, carry out, or grab n go.

ThE MIM
ThE MIM cAfÉ & coffEE ShoP
The Musical Instrument Museum Cafe & 
Coffee Shop is open to non-museum patrons. 
Hours: Cafe, 11-2; Coffee Shop, Normal Mu-
seum Hours.

DININg guIDE

DININg & ENTERTAINMENT
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